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It is said that by counting all 108 
pagodas in one breath, one could be 
completely released from all troubles. 
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The momentum of Korean filmmaking 
reminds one of the Red Devil cheer 
squad in the World Cup. 
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“Whenever the elephants came wit 
5 kilometers, I would immediately stop 
what I was doing and rushfrOjut to see 


them." 


>age 



Taizhang village 


From 


Village 


to 


Villa 


By Dong Nan 

L iang Xisen, a 49-year-old 
Shandong billionaire, has 
spend 30 million yuan to 
build over 100 modern vil- 
las for the villagers of Li- 
angzhui, his hometown. He has also 
set out to change the way his fellow 
villagers live and work. His efforts 
have won applause and gratitude, but 
also caused a considerable degree of 
culture shock. 

Beijing Today visited Liangzhui 
and interviewed Liang Xisen. 

A brand new village 

Liangzhui was until recently a non- 
descript village, one of 109 under the 
administration of Huangjia, a town in 
the northwest of Shandong Province. 
According to Liu Jianjun, a local driv- 
er, villagers in Huangjia 
grew com, wheat and ju- 
jube trees, living in simple, 
one-story buildings made 
of yellow earth, gray tiles 
and bricks, in what was one 
of the most impoverished 
areas of Shandong. 

These days, however, Liangzhui 
stands out from its neighbors. Around 
the village, there is a high wall, neatly 
painted with red lacquer and topped 
with black glazed tiles. Every family 
lives in a two-storey villa-style building, 
with a small yard at the front and an- 
other at the back. Each 280-square-me- 
ter house has five bedrooms, one living 
room, two toilets, a kitchen and a balco- 
ny, spacious even by big city standards. 

According to Liang Guanglu, secre- 
tary of Liangzhui village Communist 
Party Committee, Liang Xisen built 


this new village in 2002, and moved 
all 96 families - 415 people - into it. 

Liang says the old village covered 
an area of 32 hectares. The new one, 
with its double story houses, covers 
less than 7 hectares. Liang Xisen used 
the remaining 25 hectares, plus an- 
other 8 hectares of former crop land, 
to build Luxi Ox Group, a farm with 
6,000 head of oxen and an abattoirs. 

Luxi Ox Group is right next to 
Liangzhui, and almost all the vil- 
lagers work there. Generally, women 
take charge of looking after the cat- 
tle and beef packing, and the men 
do the slaughtering and processing. 
They are paid between 600 and 800 
yuan a month, much more than the 
made from planting corn. 

The 33 hectares of Luxi Ox Group 
have been converted into “stock 
shares,” and villages get to share in 
the profits of Luxi Ox Group every 
year. 2004 will be the first year for 
them to receive this “bonus.” Accord- 
ing to Liang Xisen, every villager will 
receive around 2,000 yuan. 

Culture Shock 

However, after the villagers moved 
into their new homes, some problems 
arose. Many, especially the older peo- 
ple, could not get used to their mod- 
ern new lifestyle. 

“Many old people were unhappy 
with the stairs,” said Xu, a female vil- 
lager in her 20s, “since few of them 
had seen such things before in their 
lives. They thought they were incon- 
venient and even dangerous. The so- 
lution was for all the old people to live 
on the ground floor.” 

68-year-old Shang Jingtian told 


By Dong Nan 

Beijing Today: How long were you pre- 
paring to rebuild Liangzhui and establish 
Luxi Ox Group, and how did you come up 
with this idea? 

Liang Xisen: I have been thinking 
this over for more than 10 years. When I 
opened my first factory in the 1980s, I told 
my local people that I would build houses 
for all of them one day, though at that time 
no one believed my words. 

To carry out the plan, our company did a 
lot of research. Peasants may not be able to 
make high-tech things such as planes and 
cannons, but they are sure able to do things 
like raising cattle. 

BT: You took over the land to set up Luxi 
Ox Group and the villagers are now your 
labor force. Hasn’t the whole exercise been 
beneficial to you? 

Liang: I am a businessman and of 
course pursue profit. However, as long as 
I earn money, I can carry out my plan. As 
long as my group earns money, those peas- 
ants can also benefit from it. As to the land, 
all the peasants in Liangzhui village have 
shares in my group, I’m the biggest stock- 
holder, and they are little ones. 

In fact, if I invested in other places with- 
out building such houses for the villagers, I 
would save some 20 percent of the cost. 

BT: So why have you spent so much 
money to build such expensive houses for 
the villagers? 


Looking After 
the Neighbors 


Interview with Liang Xisen 



Liang: I want to do something for my 
hometown. Of course one cannot live with- 
out money. But no matter how rich you are, 
when you die, you cannot take it with you. 

I used to lead a poor life. I used to 
beg as a child in the 1960s. At that time, 

I found that most people were kind-hearted 
and good. Now I’ve become rich, I hope I 
can help other poor people. 

BT: Are the villagers all happy with your 
plan, have you met with any resistance? 

Liang: I cannot force people to be hap- 
py and to understand me. Most peasants 
are shortsighted and cannot understand my 
plan. Sometimes I am so unhappy with them 
that there were so many opportunities to 
make money, but they are too simple-mind- 


ed to know how to take advantage of it. 

It is true that some people in Taizhang 
and Maxianliu did not accept my plan. May- 
be they think it is fine to live in an old house. 

There are many other villages, such as 
Xujia village, that welcome me. After I fin- 
ished rebuilding other nearby villages, visi- 
tors who see those two villages would be 
able to see how backward the place used 
to be. 

BT: How do you plan to extend your 
project to include all of Huangjia town? Do 
you see any risks in doing so? 

Liang: I plan for Luxi Ox Group to have 
200,000 head of cattle in 15 years, and to 
rebuild all 109 villages of Huangjia town. 

China has a large population and there 
is a lack of beef. If I earn more money, I’ll 
rebuild more villages. I can’t see any risks. 
Besides, I have bought insurance for the 
villagers, they have no risks either. 

BT: Do you think you have changed the 
way of thinking and living style of the local 
villagers? 

Liang: Of course! Some old people might 
not get used to the new life, but young peo- 
ple come to like it very quickly. At least, their 
ideas of sanitation have improved. I remem- 
bered in the past, there was not an ashtray in 
the whole village, now every family has one. 
And people put on slippers when they enter 
the house. More importantly, they know the 
principle of more pay for more work. They 
are not lazy anymore. 


Beijing Today that many people 
were uneasy about all generations 
sharing the same house. In the 
old village, different generations 
lived in different little yards, but 
now, old men were embarrassed to 
see their daughters-in-law share 
the same living room with them. 
It took them months to under- 
stand that every bedroom could 
be locked from inside and every- 
one could still enjoy their privacy. 

Toilets were another major prob- 
lem. At first, many complained that 
they could not use the modern “sit- 
down” toilets that every house had, 
and instead went out to the public 
toilet every day. They started us- 
ing their new toilets only when Li- 
ang Xisen threatened to have the 
public toilet demolished. 

Even now, the villagers retain 
some of the old habits. In autumn, 
the roads are covered with dried 
corn. It comes from the reserve 
land of the village - according to 
Liang Guanglu, every villager still 
has about 260 square meters each 
to farm. 

Outside every house are piles 
of dried corn stalks and cobs - 
although there are gas stoves in 
every kitchen, the villagers burn 
corn to save money. 

A 72-year-old female villager 
named Shang was sitting among 
piles of dried corn and corn cobs, 
turning them over to dry in 
the sunshine when she spoke to 
Beijing Today. 

“I am happy with the new 
house,” she said, “but I enjoy work- 
ing with the corn as well.” She 
also expressed regret over the loss 
of those jujube trees in her yard 
in the old village - autumn should 
be the time to harvest the jujubes, 
and she described using poles to 
knock the ripe fruit from the trees 
as a great pleasure. Now in the 
beautiful new village, this little 
pleasure is gone forever. 

Difficulty in development 

Despite such problems, Liang 
Xisen is determined to continue 
with his ambitious plan, of which 
Liangzhui is just the first stage. He 
wants not only to see these villag- 
ers living in beautiful houses, but 
also help them lead a well-off life, 
like people living in big cities. 

Liang’s blueprint covers all 
the villages around Huangjia. He 
wants to rebuild all 109 villages of 
Huangjia town, using the excess 
land to raise more oxen and open 
more abattoirs. 

Not all locals are embracing 
Liang Xisen’s grand vision, how- 
ever. Villagers at neighboring 
Maxianliu and Taizhang have re- 
sisted his attempts to change 
their way of life. 

Earlier this year, Liang was pre- 
paring to rebuild those two villages, 
following the model of Liangzhui, 
and both village committees had 
agreed to his proposals. 

However, according to Zhang 
Junshan of Taizhang village, in 
March, some villagers found the 
new houses Liang had planned 
for them were not as good as 
those of Liangzhui. 

An elderly man at Taizhang who 
did not reveal his name, told Beijing 
Today that some villagers were wor- 
ried that Liang Xisen would take 
advantage of them. “The people of 
Liangzhui are his local people, but 
we are not,” he said 

They tried to negotiate, and 
some said they would not move to 
the new village. Liang reportedly 
then became angry and had the 
half-finished walls knocked down. 
He said later that he would not 
carry out his plan so long as there 
was one family that disagreed. 

But there are still many will- 
ing to accept Liang’s offer. Xujia, 
a village to the south-west of Li- 
angzhui is now being rebuilt. The 
project is to due be finished next 
August. 



Corn dries on the road in the new Liangzhui village. 
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Xinhua Photo 


By Yu Shanshan 

Thousands of US citizens and Chinese 
crowded into the banquet hall of the Great 
Wall Hotel Wednesday morning to watch a live 
broadcast of the vote tally for the US election. 

As the count progressed, guests were in- 
vited to participate in an informal presidential 
vote. The deadline was 11 am, and when the re- 
sults were announced - 117 votes for George 
W. Bush and 230 for John Kerry, the Kerry sup- 
porters broke into loud applause. 

The Great Wall Hotel vote, however, is unlike- 
ly to be of any consolation to Kerry, who never 
overtook Bush’s lead in electoral college votes. 
As guests were leaving at around 1 pm, the num- 
ber stopped temporarily at 203 for Bush and 188 
for Kerry, both well short of the magic number 
of 270. It would be another 10 hours before Ker- 
ry declared he would not challenge the count in 
Ohio, sealing Bush’s victory. 

Richard H. Lawrence III from Massachusetts, 
a lawyer with legal firm Garvey Schubert Barer, 
and Wade D. Wood of Florida, chief engineer at 
Zachry Corporation’s Beijing Representative Of- 
fice, both voted for Bush and echoed each oth- 
ers opinion when approached by Beijing Today, 
“When two people are equal, you will stick to peo- 
ple who have more experience. Why change?” 

A Chinese film producer who gave her name 
as Lola, confessed she preferred Kerry, “Be- 
cause he looks warm and tolerant. Though he 
comes from upper class, at least he has expe- 
rience in war. For Bush, maybe from a histori- 
cal point of view, his policy in war has no fault, 
but I just hate war.” 

Mei Renyi, director of the American Studies 
Center at Beijing Foreign Studies University said 
he always supports Bush. “The reason is simple 
- for us in China, Bush is a known quantity, we 
know his personality, which is he’ll stick to his 
own beliefs. So, we’ll benefit if he continues with 
his Iraq policy, which will give us another four- 
year peaceful time to develop.” 

The real economic problem for new grad- 
uate students in Renmin University’s Depart- 
ment of Public Administration was, “The losers 
of a bet among us must treat the winners to a 
meal. Even though many of us were for Kerry, 
70 percent of the class bet on Bush because 
we felt sure he’d win,” one of students told 
Beijing Today on condition of confidentiality. 

An official working at the US embassy in 
Beijing told Beijing Today, “No matter who 
wins, he is my boss and I’ll work for him.” 
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Audit Reveals 6.9 Billion 
Embezzled from ICBC 


By Sun Yongjian 

A National Audit Office report 
reveals that 6.9 billion yuan has 
been embezzled from the Indus- 
trial and Commercial Bank of 
China (ICBC), one of the big four 
state-owned banks in China. The 
report was published Monday on 
the office’s web site. 

The audit, which focused on 
the ICBC’s 2002 assets reliability, 
revealed failings of the bank in 
its business administration, risk 
control and financial calculation. 

Major problems were also 
found in some bank branches such 
as violation of state regulations 
on loan issue, bill acceptance and 
discounting. The report said 30 
cases had been found and 368 
employees had been disciplined. 

The problems were identified 
in five major areas, specifically 
bill business, municipal construc- 


tion loan business, individual 
consumption business, financial 
administration and private enter- 
prise loan business, according to 
the report. 

Administration of the bill 
market was found to be very dis- 
ordered, with 10.1 billion yuan in 
bill acceptance and discounting in 
violation of regulations. 

Some enterprises utilized bills 
as a tool for low cost fund place- 
ment. Some firms were found to 
have engaged in providing fake 
trade contracts and value-added 
invoices in local markets, which 
were used to attract bank capital. 

Major problems were also found 
in the municipal construction loan 
business resulting from violation 
of state regulations on loan issu- 
ance. Some loans were found to 
have been directly issued to gov- 
ernment departments, some loans 


were found to have been improperly 
guaranteed by local fiscal author- 
ities, and some loans were found 
to have been issued with insuffi- 
cient guarantees. Some branches 
violated state regulations on loan 
issuance for the purpose of com- 
peting for market share. 

Regarding individual consump- 
tion business, some units and indi- 
viduals were found to have created 
fake materials to defraud the bank 
on loans for vehicles and estates, 
exploiting the bank’s insufficient 
measures in risk control. 

A number of serious problems 
in financial administration and 
have been referred to the China 
Banking Regulatory Commission 
and the Ministry of Supervision 

Certain private enterprises 
have been found to have 
defrauded the bank by means of 
mutual guarantee, causing large 


losses in bank capital. 

The report cited the example of 
Meng Lichang, owner of a private 
enterprise in Foshan, Guangdong, 
who was found to have defrauded 
the ICBC’s Nanhai branch with 
386 loans totaling 7.42 billion 
yuan since 1996. Of this, over 1 
billion yuan had been transferred 
to his individual account. 

The report identified similar 
problems involving the Ministry 
of Land and Resources and the 
State Bureau of Surveying and 
Mapping. 

Charges against the Ministry 
of Land and Resources included 
the misappropriation of 63 million 
yuan from a special wage fund, 
subsidizing non-fiscal appropria- 
tion units with 1 million yuan 
and failure to include over 1 mil- 
lion yuan in fiscal income and 
expenses in the annual budget. 


Ghina-ASIAN Expo Opens in Nnnning 


By Chu Meng 

The four-day China-ASEAN 
Expo opened Wednesday in Nan- 
ning, capital of southwest China’s 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region. 

The expo, jointly sponsored 
by the Ministry of Commerce of 
China, the trade and economic 
authorities of the ten ASEAN 
members and the ASEAN Sec- 
retariat, is attended by heads 
of government including Prime 
Minister Bounnhang of Laos, 
Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cam- 


bodia, Prime Minister Soe Win 
of Myanmar, as well as Chinese 
Vice-premier Wu Yi. 

A total of 1,505 companies are 
participating in the expo. Among 
them, 19 companies are listed on 
the Fortune Global Top 500. 

There will be more than 200 
categories of products from 11 
sectors presented at the Expo, 
such as machinery, household 
electrical appliances, electronic 
and IT products, and automo- 
biles and spare parts. 

Photo by Imaginechina 



Development of Farmland Strengthened 


By Annie Wei 

Premier Wen Jiabao called on 
government officials at all levels 
to implement a decision on farm- 
land control in a speech Wednes- 
day. 

The decision on furthering the 
revolution of land management 
was released by the State Council 
at a meeting on October 13. 

With the aim of protecting 
farmers’ benefits and improving 
land usage efficiency, the decision 
requires compensation for land 
acquisition to be adequate to 
maintain the living of the person 
affected, otherwise it should be 


topped up from the profits the 
local government made by trans- 
ferring it. Also, the social wel- 
fare of suburban peasants who 
have lost their land should be 
included in the urban social wel- 
fare system. 

Before the decision, 30 percent 
of compensation for state-owned 
land acquisition went to the cen- 
tral government and 70 percent 
to the local government. In some 
cases, local governments decreased 
the compensation and offered their 
70 percent to attract investors. 
Now, all compensation for state- 
owned land must be handed to the 


central government. 

The decision requires that 
any farmland planning changes 
have to be approved by the State 
Council, to prevent local govern- 
ment using farmland illegally or 
wastefully. 

Before April, wastage or ille- 
gal transfer of farmland was a 
nationwide problem. To rectify 
the land market and prevent the 
economy from over-heating, the 
State Council put a six-month ban 
on developing farmland for com- 
mercial usage, especially being 
sold to real estate developers. 

However the ban caused other 


problems, such as local govern- 
ments being unable to raise cap- 
ital by selling farmland to real 
estate developers to fund the con- 
struction of expressways, railways 
and other basic facilities to con- 
nect poorer regions with rich coast 
cities, according to an article in 
Guangzhou-based New Express 
last Wednesday. The freeze on 
farmland development expired at 
the end of last month. 

Experts say the decision is an 
executive measure, but insuffi- 
cient in itself to adjust the bene- 
fit structure to solve the problem 
from the root. 


South-west China 
Unifies Cigarette 
Prices 

By Annie Wei 

Wholesale cigarette prices in south-west 
China have been unified in a move aimed at 
consolidating the regional market according 
to a report in Tuesday’s Beijing News. 

Tobacco administrations in Yunnan, Sichuan, 
Guizhou, Chongqing and Tibet signed an agree- 
ment to this effect in Chengdu Monday 

In the past, the retail price of cigarettes 
varied considerably from city to city. Some 
tobacco venders took advantage of this situa- 
tion by purchasing cheaper cigarettes in one 
place and selling them at a considerable mark 
up in another, in conflict with official retail 
channels. 

A spokesman from the Chongqing Tobacco 
Bureau Monopoly Administration was quoted 
in the article as saying that the move will 
promote the development of cigarette retail 
channels and increase the profit margin of 
retailers, predicting that in Chongqing, retail 
profit on cigarettes would increase from 8 to 
10 percent. 

Meanwhile, 26 domestic tobacco companies 
have gathered in Chongqing to discuss how to 
set up a national unified market to compete 
with foreign tobacco companies. 

Pending approval by the State Tobacco 
Monopoly Administration, regional market 
areas would be established in the north, north- 
east and west of China, the article said. 

Mr. Sun, a section chief of the state admin- 
istration, who declined to reveal his full name, 
told Beijing Today Wednesday that building a 
consolidated national market is possible, but 
there remains much more to be done. 


China Ranked Second in Energy 
Consumption 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

China ranks second in 
energy consumption in the 
world, according to a Xinhua 
report Wednesday. 

The report quoted Wu 
Guihui, director of the 
Energy Resources Bureau of 
the National Development 
and Reform Commission, as 
saying China accounted for 
11 percent of global energy 
consumption 

Wu said the total capacity 
of energy consumption in 
China equalled 1.68 billion 
tons of standard coal in 2003, 
of which, 67.1 percent was 


coal, 22.7 percent rock tar, 2.8 
percent natural gas and 7.3 
percent reproducible energy. 

Wu said that China is now 
confronted with a number 
of energy-related problems, 
such as suffering restraints 
on conventional sources of 
energy, too heavy a reliance 
on pollution causing coal and 
low efficiency in the utili- 
zation of energy resources. 
Per-capita coal, oil and nat- 
ural gas use in China are 
60 percent, 10 percent and 
5 percent respectively of the 
world average. 

Coal burning is responsi- 


ble for 90 percent of sulfur 
dioxide emission and 70 
percent of smoke emission 
throughout the country. 
Moreover, output efficiency 
of standard coal per ton in 
China is only 10.3 percent 
of that of Japan and 16.8 of 
that of the EU. 

China’s future energy strat- 
egy will be mapped out in 
accordance with the rule 
“developing pluralistically on 
the basis of coal.” The pri- 
mary energy structure should 
keep coal as the mainstay 
with comprehensive develop- 
ment of associated gas. 


First Annual Money laundering Report Released 


By Chu Meng 

A total of 86 underground 
foreign exchange transac- 
tions with an illegal trading 
volume $120 million were 
investigated during the last 
financial year. 

The transactions were 
identified in China’s first 
annual report on money laun- 
dering released by the State 
Administration of Foreign 
Exchange (SAFE) Tuesday. 

The main items of the 
annual report include 
money laundering related 
legislation and the opera- 


tional mechanism of for- 
eign exchange; statistical 
characteristics for large or 
questionable trade volumes 
in 2003; and establishment 
of a domestic information 
system and international 
cooperation achievements. 

According to a SAFE 
spokesman, money-launder- 
ing refers to methods of 
making money and benefits 
from criminal activities appear 
to come from legal sources by 
way of transactions, diversions 
and transfers, so as to evade 
legal sanctions. Since March 


2003, the People’s Bank of 
China has received reports 
on over 3,000 suspect sums 
of renminbi examined and 
cleared by local branches, 
while the State Bureau for 
Foreign Exchange Control has 
investigated sums amounting 
to US $9.72 billion. 

The first joint inter-minis- 
terial work conference on anti- 
money laundering was held 
in May. A draft law on money 
laundering will be submitted 
to the Standing Committee of 
the NPC for discussion at the 
beginning of 2005. 


Olympic Press Center Opens 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

The Beijing Olympic Press 
Center was officially opened 
Monday at the Huabei Hotel. 

Jiang Xiaoyu, vice-presi- 
dent of the Beijing Orga- 
nizing Committee for the 
Games of the XXIX Olympiad 
(BOCOG), said at the opening 
ceremony, “A successful Olym- 
pic Games needs extensive 
participation and active sup- 
port from the media. It is an 
important part of BOCOG’s 
work to provide high-stan- 
dard service for the media.” 
Jiang invited journalists 
from home and abroad to 
cover Beijing’s Olympic prep- 
arations and China’s rapid 
development so that people all 
over the world could have a 
better understanding of the 


country. 

The Olympic Press Center 
is jointly operated by BOCOG’s 
Media and Communication 
Department and the Press 
Office of the Beijing Municipal 
Government. It will provide 
packaged services to overseas 
and domestic media for their 
coverage of BOCOG’s prepara- 
tory work as well as other tasks 
undertaken by relevant munic- 
ipal government agencies. 

Regular press conferences 
and media briefings will be 
held at the center to ensure 
the authoritative and sys- 
tematic release of the Olym- 
pics-related information. The 
center will also organize 
social gatherings and cul- 
tural activities for domestic 
and overseas journalists. 


Private Capital Welcome 
in Culture Industry 


By Dong Xin 

According to a statement 
issued by the Ministry of 
Culture last Friday, private 
enterprises will be encour- 
aged to invest in China’s cul- 
ture industry. 

Xie Rui, vice-director of 
the ministry’s culture indus- 
try department, said in the 
statement that this is the 
first time the ministry has 
actively supported investment 
by non-public enterprises in 
the culture industry, and that 
the ministry would implement 
policies to ensure fair treat- 
ment of such enterprises. 

Xie also said that the phe- 
nomenon of non-public com- 


panies developing the culture 
industry has seen vigorous 
growth in recent years. Employ- 
ees in non-public culture 
related companies now number 
1.67 million, and the income 
generated by these companies 
is half the total amount. 

Regarding the broad- 
casting and television indus- 
try, content production and 
broadcast are to be further 
separated. There are many 
non-public owned companies 
now involved in the manu- 
facture of TV programs, but 
the broadcasting of programs 
remains under the control 
and guidance of relevant gov- 
ernment departments. 


Grog Classification to 
be Completed in 2005 


By Pan Hao 

The implementation of 
prescription and non-prescrip- 
tion drug classification will 
be completed by the end of 
2005, according to the State 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion’s 2004-2005 work plan. 

Pharmacies that pass 
inspection and are assessed as 
qualified will be able to con- 
tinue to supply prescription 
and non-prescription drugs to 
the public, while those who 
fail to qualify will only be 
allowed to sell non-prescrip- 
tion medicine from 2006. 

Zhao Ling, of the admin- 
istration’s news department, 
told Beijing Today Wednesday 
that the classification work 
had been continuing steadily 
since 2000. The China Adverse 
Reaction Reporting center had 
received 30,000 reports in 
2003, 94.7 percent of which 


were related to improper 
usage of prescription drugs. 

There are approximately 
15,000 types of drugs avail- 
able in China, 4,300 of which 
are non-prescription. Zhao 
also said that currently, pre- 
scription and non-prescription 
drugs are indicated by a col- 
ored label system. 

Zhang Shuhua, manager 
of Beijing Triple Nine Huawei 
pharmacy told Beijing Today 
Tuesday that it is a welcome 
change to classify prescrip- 
tion and non-prescription 
drugs, as doing so will help 
supervise the correct usage 
of medicine. However he said 
that to successfully imple- 
ment the system, several 
problems need to be solved, 
such as changing traditional 
consumer behavioral pat- 
terns, and the increasing cost 
of medical treatment. 


Hospitals to insure against 
Klabiractice 


By Dong Xin 

Publicly owned hospitals 
in Beijing are now required to 
take out insurance for medi- 
cal treatment responsibility. 
Beijing Morning Post Thurs- 
day quoted an official from 
the Beijing Health Bureau 
as saying that all non-profit- 
seeking medical institutions 
in Beijing should hold such 
insurance in accordance with 
an announcement issued by 


the Bureau Wednesday. 

Malpractice insurance 
premiums should be calcu- 
lated according to the scale 
of the malpractice risk. An 
insured person may not make 
a profit from such insurance. 
Meanwhile medical institu- 
tions are not permitted to 
raise their fees to cover the 
cost of the insurance, and the 
insurer should be chosen by 
public bidding. 


Regulations Protect TradRional Arts 
and Crafts 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

Regulations aimed at pre- 
serving the traditional arts and 
crafts of Sichuan Province will 
come into force from December 
1, Xinhua reported Sunday. 

The regulations stipulate 
that unique folk skills in tra- 
ditional arts and crafts will 
be given support by way of 
policies and funding. More- 
over, such skills should be 
kept secret and those who 
disclose the secret will be 
liable to prosecution. 

According to the regula- 
tions, handcrafts and skills 
recognized as the traditional 
arts and crafts of Sichuan 
Province should have a his- 
tory of 100 years or longer; use 
natural materials; be charac- 


terized by a distinctive local 
style or folk flavor; and enjoy 
a high level of recognition 
throughout the country. 

Official records list some 100 
unique skills of traditional arts 
and crafts in Sichuan Prov- 
ince. Among these, “facial mask 
make-up” enjoys great prestige 
at home and abroad, however 
is at risk due to improper dis- 
closure of “trade secrets.” The 
new regulations are expected 
to provide better protection for 
such arts and crafts. 

In addition, a critical 
appraisal system has been 
established for masters of arts 
and crafts. Organizations or 
individuals are not allowed 
to make unauthorized use of 
such master’s name. 




DEVELOPMENT 


iEUING TODAY 


NOVEMBER 5, 2004 



E-mail: houmingxin@ynet.com 


EDITORS: HOU MINGXIN LIU WENLONG DESIGNER: LI SHI 


Forbes Names China’s 
Wealthiest for 2004 


By Sun Yongjian 

U S-based Forbes magazine 
released its ranking of this 
country’s 200 wealthiest 
individuals, the 2004 China Rich 
List, on Thursday in Beijing. The 
list came out just weeks after the 
release of a rival ranking by UK- 
based company EuromoneyChina. 

Larry Rong Zhijian, the 
61-year-old owner of Citic Pacific, 
a giant Hong Kong-based enter- 
prise involved in the aviation, 


infrastructure, real estate and 
telecommunication industries, 
won the top slot with a total 
personal fortune of $1.49 billion. 
Rong ranked third on the Euro- 
moneyChina list. 

Second place went to Euromon- 
eyChina’s number one, 35-year- 
old Huang Guangyu, the founder 
of GoMe Appliances, China larg- 
est electronics retailer, with a 
personal worth of $1.3 billion. 
Timothy Chen Tianqiao, 31, 


earned third place for his 60 
percent stake in online gaming 
company Shanda Networking, 
China’s largest Nasdaq-listed 
company by market value. 

Forbes’ 2004 list was expanded 
from previous rankings that stopped 
at 100 names. Some 60 percent of 
the tycoons in the top 100 this year 
control listed companies and were 
worth a total of $29.2 billion, the 
magazine said in a press release. 

Guangdong Province was home 


to 35 of China’s wealthiest people, 
Beijing and Shanghai home to 22 
and Zhejiang Province to 20, the 
release said. 

Russell Flannery, president of 
Forbes Shanghai Branch, said at 
a press conference for the release 
of the list that the number of 
CEOs and owners of listed com- 
panies in the rankings was likely 
to double next year, revealing the 
increasing influence of private en- 
terprises in China. 


Trio of Telecom 
Heavyweights 
Swap Senior 
Managers 


By Annie Wei 

C hina’s three telecommuni- 
cations superpowers, China 
Mobile, China Unicom and 
China Telecom exchanged their 
elite senior management staff on 
Monday in a move intended to 
calm overheated competition in the 
domestic telecom industry in keep- 
ing with orders from state authori- 
ties, company sources revealed. 

China Unicom CEO Wang Ji- 
anzhou was named general man- 
ager of China Mobile, China Mobile 
Deputy Director Wang Xiaochu be- 
came general manager of China 
Telecom and China Telecom Dep- 
uty Director Chang Xiaobing was 
made CEO of China Unicom. The 



Former China Mobile Deputy Director Wang Xiaochu (center) was named new general manager of China Telecom on 
Monday. Photo by Imaginechina 


former general mangers of China 
Mobile and China Telecom retired 
the same day. 

In a related move, China Netcom 
Deputy Director Tian Suning was 
promoted to be the company’s CEO. 

Industry analysts were quoted 
in the Beijing Morning Post on 
Tuesday as saying one of the main 
purposes of the reshuffling was to 
keep the fierce competition in the 
telecom sector from getting any 
worse. For years, regional branch 
companies of China Mobile and 
China Unicom had been locked 
in fierce economic battles, compet- 
ing by repeatedly slashing service 
fees, which in turn negatively ef- 
fected their reputations and led to 
the loss of state-owned assets, the 
newspaper said. 

Another reason behind the move 
was to make sure all four compa- 
nies, including CNC, would be pre- 
pared for the industry’s move to 
higher-tech 3G, or third genera- 
tion, mobile services, the analysts 
were quoted as saying. 

Many, however, have questioned 
the feasibility and effectiveness of 
the dramatic swap. Wang Yuquan, 
general manager at consulting 
company Frost & Sullivan (China) 
told the newspaper that the over- 
heated competition was a result of 
inadequate regulation rather than 
top management decisions. 

Helen Zhu, an analyst at Neth- 
erlands-based ABN Amro Bank 
said the reshuffling should not af- 
fect the three listed companies’ 
business and that the develop- 
ment of the Chinese mainland’s 
telecom industry still depended on 
supervision and reform from gov- 
ernment authorities. 


Locally-Made Mercedes to Hit 
Streets Next July 


By Annie Wei 

Luxury Mercedes-Benz passenger cars 
and vans made here in Beijing should be 
launched next July, following the signing of 
a cooperation agreement between Germany- 
based DaimlerChrysler and Beijing Auto- 
motive Industry Holding Company (BAIC) 
last Wednesday. 

The news was announced by the Beijing 
Municipal Development and Reform Com- 
mittee on Monday after the national body 
approved the feasibility plan for BAIC’s sec- 
ond joint venture. 

BAIC previously partnered with South 
Korea’s Hyundai Motor. 

DaimlerChrysler has also made a deal to 
manufacture Sprinter vans in a new facility in 
Fuzhou, Fujian Province with domestic part- 
ners Fujian Motor Industry Group and China 
Motor Corp. 

Zhang Yanyou, head of the industry de- 
partment of the Beijing committee, said at the 
Monday press conference that 140 million eu- 


By Pan Hao 

Industrial sewing machine maker Shang- 
hai Shanggong (Europe) Holding Co., signed 
an agreement with Germany’s FAG Kugel- 
fischer at the end of October to purchase 
Durkopp Adler AG (DA), making the Chi- 
nese company the world’s third-largest in 
the industry and strengthening its position 
in the US and European markets, the web- 
site sohu.com reported Sunday. 

Shanghai Shanggong (Europe), based in 
Hamburg Germany, purchased FAG Kugel- 


ros would be initially invested in the project, in 
which BAIC and DaimlerChrysler would hold 
equal 50 percent shares, and a joint research 
center would be set up in the capital. 

The joint venture will mainly produces 
Mercedes E and C-class sedans, available 
with three different engines, and 20,000 
units are scheduled to be produced next 
year after the new plant, located in the 
Beijing Development Area, begins operation 
in mid-2005. 

Zhang said the project would promote the 
development of the technologies, branding 
and quality of the local automotive indus- 
try, and help Beijing achieve a goal of one 
million cars manufactured with 100 billion 
yuan in annual sales in 2008. 

Though the national tariff on imported cars 
is set to drop to 25 percent in 2006, the Beijing 
Municipal Development and Reform Commit- 
tee said they believed Beijing-made Mercedes- 
Benz cars would be strong players in China’s 
intensely competitive premium car market. 


fischer’s 94.98 percent share in DA and 
planned to buy out the remaining publicly- 
held shares in the company to obtain com- 
plete ownership, the report said. 

The purchase made Shanghai Shang- 
gong China’s top sewing machine maker and 
should give it a major technological boost. 

“Other domestic makers can only produce 
600-700 models, but now we can manufac- 
ture 6,000 with DA’s facility,” said Zhang Yi- 
feng, secretary to the Shanghai Shanggong’s 
board of directors. 


PICC Introduces 
Deductibles for 
Auto Insurance 

By Sun Yongjian 

Domestic insurer PICC Property and Casual- 
ty Co. on Monday launched new versions of its 
vehicle insurance policies that include deduct- 
ibles, making it the second Chinese insurance 
company to set such minimums. 

When the launch was announced last Friday, 
PICC said it had set 500 yuan deductibles for 
family and business vehicle policies, meaning the 
company would only pick up the costs of repairs 
of policy-holders’ vehicles past 500 yuan. 

In its announcement, the insurer said it was 
implemented a risk index system, meaning that 
individuals’ insurance prices would change in 
keeping with their driving records. 

PICC said it was doing away with nation- 
ally unified insurance prices to allow policies 
to sell for different prices in different areas in 
keeping with regional economic development 
discrepancies. 

Some consumers have called setting deduct- 
ibles unreasonable, irresponsible and a unilateral 
action by the company to shift risk to consumers 
while reducing the insurer’s services, the Beijing 
News reported on Tuesday. 

“The deductibles have been approved by the 
country’s insurance regulator and are not sus- 
pected of violating state regulations,” Dong Bo, 
an official of the Department of Property and 
Casualty Supervision of the China Insurance 
Regulatory Commission told the Xinhua News 
Agency Wednesday. 

PICC and Ping’an Insurance were the 
only domestic insurers to have deductibles 
in their auto insurance policies, the Beijing 
Daily Messenger said. 

“Insurance companies implementing deduct- 
ibles is a trend in the industry,” Gu Wei, assis- 
tant to the general manager at PICC’s Beijing 
Branch, was quoted as saying. 


Domestic Sewing Machine Maker 
Duys European Rival 


GM, Domestic Carmaker to Produce 
Hybrids, fuel Cel Vehicles 


By Sun Yongjian 

General Motors Corp. and 
Shanghai Automotive Indus- 
try Corp. Group (SAIC), one of 
China’s leading vehicle man- 
ufacturers, signed an agree- 
ment last Saturday to jointly 
pursue the development and 
commercialization of hybrid 
and fuel cell vehicles in Chi- 
na, the American automotive 
giant announced through a 
press release. 

During the signing cer- 
emony, GM Chairman and 
CEO Rick Wagoner and 
SAIC Chairman Chen Xian- 
glin announced their compa- 
nies would first co-develop a 
demonstration vehicle using 
the latest fuel cell technol- 
ogy from GM’s HydroGen3 
fuel cell vehicle. 

The two-year demonstra- 
tion, scheduled to begin in 
Shanghai early next year, 


was intended to showcase 
the benefits of fuel cell pow- 
er in real-life commercial ap- 
plications, the release said. 

Fuel cells, which fused 
hydrogen and oxygen to pro- 
duce electricity, heat and 
water, were considered the 
ultimate power source be- 
cause of their efficiency and 
lack of pollution, it said. 

“This is in line with the 
long-term strategic plan of 
the Chinese government to 
promote a sustainable au- 
tomotive industry,” Wagoner 
was quoted as saying. 

“The recent surge in oil 
prices has driven home the 
need to develop vehicles 
that run on alternatives 
to traditional gasoline and 
diesel, and Shanghai’s lead- 
ers have pledged support 
for research and develop- 
ment of such vehicles.” 


China Predicted to Buy Over 2,000 


Planes in 20 Years 

By Annie Wei 

The domestic airline in- 
dustry will need to purchase 
2,372 new planes by 2023 to 
replace agingjets and keep up 
with China’s economic growth 
and booming tourism trade, 
Chinese planemaker China 
Aviation Industry Corpora- 
tion I (AVIC I) predicted in an 
annual report on the future 
of the civilian plane market 
released on Monday. 

The report said the same 
forces would fuel the growth 
of the air logistics industry, 
creating demand for an ad- 
ditional new 396 cargo air- 
craft in the same period. 

The large majority of pas- 
senger planes bought in the 
next two decades should be 
smaller jets with 150 seats 
or fewer, it said. 

The AVIC 1 report diag- 
nosed Air China, the coun- 
try’s main carrier, as not very 


competitive on the interna- 
tional market. It dropped 
from carrying 66.6 percent 
of China’s passenger traffic 
in 1992 to 37.7 percent in 
2003 and its logistics de- 
liveries fell from 78.2 per- 
cent of all mail and products 
air shipped in China to 33.5 
percent in the same period. 

Thanks to its huge scale, 
however, China’s civil avi- 
ation industry had great 
potential and passenger 
volume should surge 9.3 
percent annually between 
this year and 2023, the re- 
port said. 

Beijing, Shanghai and 
Guangzhou would emerge as 
the major hubs for Chinese 
airlines and budget airlines 
would be forced to tightly 
control costs in the face of 
fierce pricing competition, 
perhaps limiting profit mar- 
gins, the report concluded. 


Chinese, American firms Talk about 
Tapping [-Business 


By Sun Yongjian 

Beijing-based Searain- 
bow Holding Corp. is ne- 
gotiating with US-based 
Broadlane Corp. over pos- 
sible cooperation in the 
developing e-business field, 
a Searainbow source told 
Beijing Today on Tuesday. 

“Negotiations are ongoing 
smoothly and have entered 
a substantial phase,” said 
Lu Hui, manager of Searain- 
bow’s market department. 

“Charles Sanders, the 
president and CEO of Broad- 
lane will visit China before 
the end of this year no mat- 
ter whether any contract is 
signed or not.” 


Lu said Broadlane had 
expressed confidence in Chi- 
na’s environment for e- 
business, which involves 
trade and transactions han- 
dled electronically, mostly 
through the Internet. 

Though still new to many 
Chinese consumers, e-busi- 
ness is entering a boom and 
expected to develop quickly 
in 2005, Beijing Youth Daily 
reported on Tuesday. 

Foreign capital is flood- 
ing into the domestic in- 
dustry though purchases of 
stakes in Chinese firms, pri- 
vate fund investments and 
establishment of joint ven- 
tures, the newspaper said. 


Roche Opens Research Center 
in Shanghai 


By Pan Hao 

Roche China, the domes- 
tic branch of the internation- 
al pharmaceutical maker, 
opened a research and devel- 
opment center in Shanghai’s 
Zhangjiang Hi-Tech Park 
and the facility began oper- 
ations last Saturday, the Xi- 
nhua news agency reported. 

The center would focus 
on medicinal chemistry re- 
search and start with a staff 
of 40 scientists, the compa- 
ny announced in a press re- 
lease on its website. 

“This will be Roche’s fifth 


pharma research site and 
the knowledge exchange 
with our existing research 
sites in Europe and the US 
will support our mission to 
develop and produce innova- 
tive, clinically differentiated 
medicines,” Roche Chairman 
and CEO Franz B. Humer 
was quoted as saying in the 
press release. 

“We can rely on a wealth 
of intellectual expertise and 
with our financial invest- 
ments, we want to underline 
Roche’s long-term commit- 
ment to China”. 


Sky the limit for New Raycom 
Infotech Tower 


By Pan Hao 

Following the success of 
Tower A in Raycom Info- 
tech Park, Tower C, which 
received investment from 
Lenovo (Holding) Co. has 
opened and around 40 per- 
cent of its space has been let 
to business customers. 

The 70-meter tall Tower 


C keeps the same design 
spirit as its Tower A pre- 
decessor, but places more 
emphasis on user-friendli- 
ness and efficiency through 
upgraded facilities such as 
wireless LAN and other tele- 
com services, and the beau- 
ty of its grounds, designed 
by SOM. 
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Xinhua Photo 


W ashington, November 3, 
(AP) - President Bush 
claimed a re-election man- 
date Wednesday after a 
record 59 million Ameri- 
cans chose him over Democrat John Kerry 
and voted to expand Republican control of 
Congress as well. He pledged to pursue his 
agenda on taxes and Iraq while seeking 
“the broad support of all Americans.” 

Kerry conceded defeat in make-or-break 
Ohio rather than launch a legal fight remi- 
niscent of the contentious Florida recount of 
four years ago. “I hope that we can begin the 
healing,” the Massachusetts senator said. 

Claiming a second term denied his father, 
George H W Bush, the president struck 
a conciliatory tone, too. “A new term is a 
new opportunity to reach out to the whole 
nation,” he said, speaking directly to Ker- 
ry’s supporters. “To make this nation stron- 
ger and better, I will need your support and 
I will work to earn it,” he said. “I will do all 
I can do to deserve your trust.” 

Bush’s vote totals were the biggest ever 
and his slice of the vote, 51 percent, made 
him the first president to claim a majority 
since 1988 when his father won 53 percent 


Bush Wins 
Re-Election, 
Seeks Broad 
Support 

against Democrat Michael Dukakis. 

And the president’s intention was clear 
as he ticked off a familiar list of second- 
term goals: overhaul the tax code and Social 
Security at home while waging war in Iraq 
and elsewhere to stem terror. His victory 
ensures Republican dominance of virtually 
every quarter of the US political system for 
years to come - the White House, Congress 
and the federal judiciary. 


Analyst’s Take: 

Since Bush and Kerry both wanted to 
wage a War on Terror, the issues of the Iraq 
War and national security remained at the 
core of the election debate. The importance 
of the economy was crippled. Therefore, no 
matter who was elected, it won’t dramati- 
cally affect the world economic environment. 

Now that Bush has been re-elected, there 
may be two effects. On the one hand, world oil 
prices will possibly decline because the Bush 
administration has begun to adjust national 
energy strategy and tried hard to ease Ameri- 
ca’s dependence on oil consumption from the 
first term. America’s declining need for oil will 
help bring down world oil prices. 

On the other hand, China might see better 
Sino-US trade relations. Since 1972, reelected 
governments have tended to adopt a more 
friendly and stable attitude towards China. And 
Sino-US relations weren’t a core question during 
the election debate between the two candidates. 

- Lin Hongyu, academic advisor from 
the University of International Relations 
postgraduate department and visiting 
scholar at Stanford University , USA 

(Chu Meng) 


Argentina 
Supreme Court 
Approves Forced 
Conversion of 
Bank Accounts 
into Pesos 

Buenos Aires, October 26 
(AFX) - The Argentine Supreme 
Court ruled that the forced con- 
version of dollar-denominated 
bank accounts into pesos was con- 
stitutional, court officials said. 

Five judges voted in favor 
of declaring the move constitu- 
tional, while one judge voted 
against. 

Dollar-denominated bank 
deposits were converted into 
pesos at a rate of 1.4 pesos per 
dollar, plus an inflation index, 
in 2002 when Argentina was 
hit by a financial crisis and the 
1-for-l peg to the dollar was 
scrappered. 

Prior to the ruling announce- 
ment, HSBC analysts said that, 
‘even though the Supreme 
Court is considering a specific 
claim - and a final ruling on 
the issue is not expected at this 
stage - its decision will set an 
important precedent for future 
similar demands’. 

On Friday, the state attorney 
had recommended that the court 
rule in favor of the move and 
revoke a local court ruling that 
declared it unconstitutional. 

Analyst’s Take: 

From 1991 to 2002, Argentina 
took currency board arrangement 
as its monetary policy to main- 
tain the stability of the currency, 
which means every peso is issued 
on the basis of one dollar. And 
this policy had a positive effect on 
Argentina’s economy before the 
economic crisis of 2001. 

Argentina kept this policy 
until 2002, when it was abol- 


ished. This was not only to pre- 
vent loss of flexible currency policy 
as one of the levers of macroeco- 
nomic management, but also to 
pay back the huge foreign debt. 
At the end of 2004, Argentina will 
suffer a mountain of foreign debt 
repayments: $145 billion, or $180 
billion if domestic dollar bonds 
are included. From the beginning 
of the crisis, $33 billion has fled 
Argentina. 

In addition to billions of fake 
dollar deposits, Argentina’s sol- 
vency has decreased sharply. Also, 
Argentina will bear a heavy 
burden of repayment if free 
exchange between the peso and 
US dollar is permitted. 

When negotiating on the 
arrangement for debt repayment 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), an effective currency 
policy would help in securing a 
loan from the IMF. 

The Argentina Supreme Court 
forced the conversion of dollar 
bank accounts into pesos. 
Although a bit extreme, it did 
have an outstanding effect on 
steadying the economy. In fact, 
the currency authority can depre- 
ciate the peso to spur exports. 
By adopting a flexible currency 
policy, the authority will enable 
the rise of its foreign exchange 
reserve and enhance its solvency 
and thus successfully weather the 
crises of foreign debt repayment. 

Argentina’s exports increased 
20 percent this year, and in May 
the foreign exchange income was 
$400 million, higher than in the 
first four months this year. The for- 
eign exchange reserve increased 
from $9 billion in May last year 
to $18 billion at present. 

Additionally, giving up the 
dollar peg provokes arguments 
across all classes of the country. 
People have marched in protest. 
To some extent, the legislative 
measures which the Supreme 
Court adopted can also alleviate 
social conflict in Argentina. 

- Yang Zhimin, deputy 
director of the Institute of 
Latin American Studies at the 
Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences (Dong Xin) 


Report: Ell’s 
Growth 
Strategy 
Off-Target 

Brussels, Belgium, Novem- 
ber 3 (AP) - The European 
Union’s ambition to become 
the world’s most dynamic 
economy by 2010 is becoming 
a tale of “missed objectives 
and failed promises,” said a 
report released Wednesday 
from a panel led by a former 
Dutch prime minister. 

The report said Euro- 
pean Union leaders have 
failed to deliver on eco- 
nomic reform promises since 
launching a decade-long 
growth and employment 
strategy in 2000. 

It argues the “Lisbon 
Strategy for Growth and 
Employment” remains valid 
and can still make Western 
Europe the world’s most 
dynamic and competitive 
economy by 2010. 

The strategy prescribed 
changes in economic and 
social policy-making that EU 
governments have found 
tough to implement. 

These include tax cuts, a 
later retirement age, reform- 
ing health care and pension 
systems, making it easier for 
companies to hire and fire 
workers and cutting red tape 
for businesses. 

If the picture is mixed 
on these steps - that would 
have a quick impact on job 
creation and growth - it is 
not much better on longer- 
term measures. 

The EU is “not par- 
ticularly strong” in exploit- 
ing advanced information 
and communication technol- 
ogies or improving univer- 
sity education. 

“Whether in patent appli- 


cations, numbers of scien- 
tific researchers, universities’ 
standing in international 
rankings, numbers of Nobel 
Prize winners or references 
in scientific papers, Europe 
trails the United States,” said 
the report. 

The study comes at a 
time when Europe’s compet- 
itive position is waning. The 
EU’s economic growth rate 
is projected to be 2 percent 
in 2004 and 2.4 percent in 
2005 - about half of the 
global growth rates for these 
two years. 

The Lisbon Strategy set 
a series of goals, including a 
70 percent overall employ- 
ment and a requirement 
that half of people over 55 
should be working. 

Investment in research 
and development should 
equal at least 3 percent of 
a country’s gross domestic 
product, at least 30 percent 
of West European house- 
holds should have internet 
access and electricity mar- 
kets should be liberalized for 
all business customers. EU 
nations spend only 1.9 per- 
cent of their GDP on research 
and development. 

“Halfway to 2010, the 
overall picture is very 
mixed,” said the report. 
“Much needs to be done in 
order to prevent (the Lisbon 
Strategy) from becoming a 
synonym for missed objec- 
tives and failed promises.” 

It says while there has 
been a lack of political lead- 
ership, other factors are also 
to blame. 

It cited the collapse of the 
overvalued dot.com sector fol- 
lowed by a recession, the ter- 
rorist attacks of September 
11, 2001 and trans-Atlantic 
trade disputes. Also, bringing 
eight East European nations, 
plus Cyprus and Malta, into 
the EU in 2004 lowered the 
economic numbers for the 
EU as a whole. 


Asia-Pacific Mobile Telcos in Regional 
Wireless Telephony Joint Venture 


California, November 4 
(NewsFactor) - Seven leading 
Asia-Pacific mobile phone oper- 
ators are investing $30-40 mil- 
lion over three years to set up 
the region’s largest joint-venture 
wireless telephony company. 

The new venture, Bridge 
Mobile, will have a potential cus- 
tomer base of over 300 million 
subscribers. 

The founding partners in 
Bridge Mobile are Globe 
Telecom of the Philippines, 
Bharti (India), Maxis (Malay- 
sia), Optus (Australia), SingTel 
(Singapore), Taiwan Cellular 
Corporation (Taiwan) and Tel- 
komsel (Indonesia). 


The seven operators said in a 
statement that they will jointly 
invest in Bridge Mobile to build 
and establish a regional mobile 
infrastructure and common ser- 
vice platform. 

Each of the seven companies 
will subscribe for an equal 
number of shares in Bridge 
Mobile for cash at par. As found- 
ing shareholders, they will each 
have a permanent seat on its 
board of directors. 

The seven companies involved 
in Bridge Mobile have a combined 
base of over 56 million subscrib- 
ers, making the new company 
the largest mobile joint venture 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 


Volkswagen, German Union OK Pay Freeze 


Hanover, Germany, Novem- 
ber 3 (AP) - Under pressure 
to cut costs and improve earn- 
ings, the automaker Volkswagen 
AG struck a far-reaching compro- 
mise with its workers Wednes- 
day, winning a 28-month pay 
freeze and lower pay for new 
hires in return for a no-layoff 
guarantee until 2012. 

Under the wage deal, pay 
scales would be frozen through 
January 31, 2007, with only a 
one-time payment of 1,000 euros 
(about $1,270) next year. New 
hires could start at up to 20 
percent lower pay, and the com- 
pany would cut overtime costs by 
expanding a plan under which 
extra hours are banked so work- 
ers can work less when demand 
is slow and still get paid. 

The deal was an example 


of big German companies’ new 
willingness to push workers 
for cost savings. DaimlerChrys- 
ler AG won 500 million euros 
($635 million) in concessions 
from workers at its plants in 
southwestern Germany in July, 
and Siemens AG persuaded 
workers at telephone repair 
facilities in northwest Germany 
to work longer hours for no 
extra pay in return for not 
seeing 2,000 jobs go to lower- 
wage Hungary. 

Volkswagen says it must cut 
its overhead by 30 percent by 
2011 to avoid dramatic job reduc- 
tions in Germany, where high 
wages and benefits, long vaca- 
tions and heavy payroll taxes 
make industrial labor more 
expensive than in nearby coun- 
tries in Eastern Europe. 


IIAI President's Death Makes little impact 
on World Crude 01 Prices 


Dubai, November 3, (AFP) - 
The death of Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan al-Nahayan, president of 
the oil-rich United Arab Emir- 
ates (UAE), is not expected to 
have a major impact on already 
climbing world crude prices, 
experts said. 

The death of the ailing Sheikh 
Zayed “had been expected and 
will not take the markets by sur- 
prise”, said Abdulkhalek Abdul- 
lah, who heads a research center 
in Sharjah, one of the seven 
members of the UAE federation. 

“Markets will not be greatly 
affected ... Markets are usually 
affected by violent and unex- 


pected events,” he told AFP. 

Sheikh Zayed, who ruled the 
UAE since its birth in 1971, 
died Tuesday. He was in his 
late eighties. 

The UAE is ranked fourth 
within the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) with a production quota 
of 2.356 million barrels per day 
(bpd) and is currently producing 
about 2.5 million bpd. 

The country has proven 
reserves of 97.8 billion barrels of 
oil (fifth in the world) and over 
six trillion cubic meters (212 tril- 
lion cubic feet) of gas, again rank- 
ing it fourth in the world. 


Female Pioneer to leave Viacom 


Florida, November 3 (USA 
Today) - Sherry Lansing, who 
led the way for women to reach 
the highest levels in Hollywood, 
will step down as chairman 
of Viacom’s (VIA) Paramount 
Motion Picture Group at the 
end of next year. 

Lansing, 60, shattered the 
film industry’s glass ceiling with 
senior jobs at Columbia, Fox 
and Paramount. 

Paramount, under her watch, 
produced three Best Picture 
Oscar winners in four years: 
Titanic, the top-grossing film of 
all time in 1997; Braveheart in 
1995 and Forrest Gump in 1994. 


Lansing announced last week 
that she did not want to renew 
her contract, which expires at 
the end of next year. The first 
female studio executive with a 
star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, Lansing says she wants 
her move will start a new chap- 
ter in her personal and profes- 
sional life. 

Lansing has been a role model 
for female executives, particularly 
in entertainment. A former actress, 
model and school teacher, she was 
a senior vice president at Colum- 
bia Pictures and Hollywood’s first 
female studio production presi- 
dent at 20th Century Fox. 


Can of Ancient Roman Cosmetic Cream 
Found in london on Wednesday 


London, November 3 
(Reuters) - Scientists have 
unearthed a small tin canister 
dating back to the middle of the 
second century AD in an exca- 
vated Roman temple precinct in 
London that contains a sophis- 
ticated white cream that could 
rival today’s top cosmetics. 

“It is quite a complicated 
little mixture,” Richard Ever- 
shed, an analytical chemist 
at the University of Bristol 
in south-western England, told 
Reuters on Wednesday. 

“Perhaps they didn’t under- 
stand the chemistry of every- 
thing but they obviously knew 
what they were doing.” 

The pot, measuring 2.4 x 2 
inches, is thought to be the only 
Roman tin of cream of its kind to 
be found intact and in such good 


condition. 

It was discovered in a water- 
logged ditch preserved under 
wooden planks in thick layers 
of mud. 

The scientists, who reported 
the findings in the journal Nature, 
think the whitish cream was prob- 
ably worn by fashionable Roman 
women. A fair complexion was 
popular in Roman times, accord- 
ing to the researchers. 

“We’re speculating that it 
would have been some sort of 
foundation cream,” Evershed 
added. 

The cream consists of about 
40 percent animal fat - most 
likely from sheep or cattle - 40 
percent starch and tin oxide. The 
fat forms the creamy base and 
the tin oxide makes the mixture 
opaque white. 
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Bad Sign for Silk Street 


By Chu Meng 

The only public toilet along 
Xiushui Market, better known 
as Silk Street, was torn down 
on Monday morning by the de- 
velopers of the New Silk Street 
project, which stands just me- 
ters from the original market. 

The move has sparked protest 
from Silk Street’s vendors and 
management and been hailed as 
a sign that the whole market 
may share the toilet’s fate in the 
near future. 

Reports have swirled though 
the local media since June 19 that 
the market was going to be razed 
and its many small stalls put un- 
der the roof of New Silk Street, a 
building being constructed by de- 
veloper Beijing Xinya Shenghong 
Real Estate Co. 

The justifications given for 
the removal of the market, one 
of Beijing’s top tourist destina- 
tion for foreign travelers, as well 


as a popular shopping place for 
embassy staff and foreign resi- 
dents, were that the stalls were 
unlicensed and it posed a severe 
fire hazard. 

Last Friday, the developer 
posted a demolition notice at 
the market’s entrance to notify 
vendors and the Jianguomen- 
wai sub-district office’s economic 
administration center, the local 
administrative body, that the 
toilet and other so-called illegal 
buildings would be taken down 
before November 4 because they 
stood on project ground. 

“At about half past nine on 
Sunday, seven or eight construc- 
tion workers from New Silk 
Street came to the toilet with 
hammers in their hands. Within 
a few minutes, they’d smashed 
all the glass windows and tore 
off the roof. People from our of- 
fice managed to stop them at 
10 am,” Shi Xiuli from the Silk 


Street administration office told 
Beijing Today on Wednesday. 

“We think it this may be a 
signal our market is about to 
be demolished, even though we 
have tried hard to fight against 
the developers.” 

One Silk Street vendor was 
quoted as saying in the Beijing 
Morning Post that the toilet’s wa- 
ter supply had been cut off three 
days before it was torn down. 

Yang Guobin, general man- 
ager of Beijing Xinya Sheng- 
hong Real Estate, went to Silk 
Street on Monday afternoon to 
explain the move to stall owners 
and the administration office. 

“It was indeed within the 
range of our project. We have to 
place drainage pipes in the area. 
Most importantly, the toilet is 
actually under the administra- 
tion of Chaoyang Environment 
and Sanitation Bureau, not the 
market’s economic administra- 


tion center. Our company has 
already had to pay the bureau 
thousands of yuan to compen- 
sate for delaying the installa- 
tion of those pipes for one day. 
If you have any doubts, you can 
find them and ask,” Yang was 
quoted as saying. 

“The toilet is a public facil- 
ity, though it is on their land. 
And because it is the only toi- 
let in the market, it is very 
important for the hundreds of 
visitors we get every day. Even 
if the developers had the right 
to do that, they should have to 
build a replacement one first,” 
Shi added. 

On Wednesday afternoon, an 
employee of the Jianguomenwai 
sub-district office who would not 
give his name told Beijing To- 
day that the office had talked to 
the sanitation bureau and was 
opening three toilets previously 
not accessible by the public. 



Kids in Space! 


By Liu Zhaoxi 

A group of 20 lucky high school students 
became the first young people to participate 
in the simulated launch of a manned space- 
craft at the opening of a new exhibit at the 
Donggaodi Youth Science Club in Fengtai 
District on Tuesday. 


The program, which imitates the launch- 
ing process of the Shenzhou Five, the craft 
behind China's first manned space flight, 
allows teenagers to go through realistic 
replications of transporting, testing and 
launching the spaceship over an exciting 
40 minutes. 


Photo by Wang Zhenlong 

“To achieve the goal of becoming the third 
largest space-faring nation, we need more 
people to introduce advanced space technol- 
ogy to our kids,” Jin Sheng, coordinator of 
the simulation program, told Beijing Today 
on Wednesday. 

The exhibition took over 18 months, mil- 
lions of yuan and a dedicated group of space 
scientists to set up, Jin said. Students in 
their third year of high school or older are 
allowed to operate the system after undergo- 
ing a few minutes of training. 


Suspected Kidnapper Denies 
Criminal Intent 


By Liu Zhaoxi 

A man suspected of kidnapping a lo- 
cal woman argued during a hearing at 
the municipal court of Haidian District 
on Monday that he only committed the 
act to get media attention to his fami- 
ly’s plight, not to collect a ransom. 

Su Wendong, 32, of Shandong Prov- 
ince, was charged with kidnapping by 
prosecutors after he abducted a ticket 
seller at the CCTV tower on the West 
Third Ring Road in July. 

In court, Su explained that he orig- 
inally planned to commit suicide by 
jumping from the tower in order to get 
media attention to the unresolved death 
of his wife and son in a bus accident, 

Driver Dies frying to R 

By Wang Fang 

A local man died on Wednesday morn- 
ing when a train smashed his car as he 
tried to drive through a crossing at the 
Shuanghe flyover in Shunyi District. He 
was flung far from his Ford sedan on im- 
pact and was later declared dead where 
he landed by police. 

The accident occurred at 10:55 am 
when the Ford darted directly in front 
of the No. 2252 train inbound to Beijing 
from Dandong, Liaoning Province. 

The train’s conductor told Beijing 
Youth Daily that he slammed the brakes 
as soon as he saw the car, but it was 
too late. The train continued forward 
around 500 meters after smashing the 
car before finally coming to a stop. 

A Mr. Zhang who witnessed the acci- 
dent was quoted as saying that dozens 
of 100-yuan bills came flying from the 
car when it was hit by the train. But no 
one at the scene took any of the cash be- 


but he did not have the money to cover 
the tower’s entry charge. 

He testified that he then grabbed the 
young, female ticket seller and told near- 
by people to call the police and demanded 
to talk to reporters from CCTV programs 
Focus and Law Today , the Beijing Daily 
Messenger reported on Tuesday. 

Su even recited an article of Chinese 
penal law that defines kidnapping as 
meant to obtain money or other proper- 
ty, which he said was not his intent and 
therefore absolved him of committing a 
crime, the newspaper said. 

The court finished hearing the case 
on Monday but has yet to pronounce its 
judgment. 

ce Past Train 

cause it was considered bad luck to use 
a dead person’s money, Zhang said. 

A worker at the flyover told the news- 
paper that vehicle congestion around 
the flyover may have blocked the train 
from the Ford driver’s line of sight. 

The train’s locomotive car was dam- 
aged in the accident and had to be re- 
paired on the site for over one hour before 
it could reach its destination, Beijing Rail- 
way Station. 



The impact threw the driver meters from his 
car to his death. Photo hy Wang Zhenlong 


Uncooked Beans Poison 
Dozens at local Company 

By Chu Meng 

Some 44 people stricken by food poisoning, all 
employees of the China Aviation Industry Fuel and 
Engine Company in Beijing, were out of danger by 
8 pm Tuesday night after four hours of emergency 
treatment at Beijing Zhongyi Hospital. 

The hospital later announced the people had all 
been poisoned by eating green beans from north- 
east China that were not sufficiently cooked. 

Last Thursday, public health authorities from 
Haidian District issued warnings to dining halls 
and cafeterias to avoid serving the kind of beans 
in question because a total of 43 people in Beijing 
were poisoned in two cases involving the poten- 
tially dangerous legumes last month. 

One company employee told Beijing Youth Dai- 
ly later that day, “Our employees got very sick, one 
after one, and many vomited violently after eating 
boxed lunches containing green beans. As more 
people showed symptoms, we suspected it was a 
case of food poisoning. Around 4 pm, we rushed all 
44 poisoned people to the hospital.” 

The green beans in question, called youdou, 
have wide, thick pods striped with dark red lines. 
They are popular in farmers’ markets in north- 
east China and prized for their rich flavor, derived 
only after they are fully cooked. Vegetable vendors 
from Shenyang in China’s northeastern Liaoning 
province told Beijing Youth Daily they had never 
heard of poisoning by youdou, even though the 
beans were widely available and popular. 

Experts from the Ministry of Health were quot- 
ed by Beijing Youth Daily as saying that because 
the beans have thick pods and large peas inside, 
they take time to thoroughly boil. Beijing cooks 
unfamiliar with the beans are likely to not cook 
them to the point where they are both tasty and 
safe. 

The ministry issued a warning to Beijing cit- 
izens on Wednesday to be cautious with youdou 
beans and to never eat them without first cooking 
them completely. However, the beans would not be 
pulled from local markets, the ministry said. 


Who’s Your Daddy? 


By Liu Zhaoxi 

The local media has been 
abuzz about the new movie Life 
Translation , not because of the 
film’s quality, but because gov- 
ernment authorities in Shenzhen 
recently sent notices to schools 
in the city in Guangdong Prov- 
ince pressing them to tell stu- 
dents to watch it. 

At least one Shenzhen school 
sent letters last week to parents 
of students in grades seven 
through nine claiming the school 
had organized for their children 
to watch the movie on a weekday 
afternoon, but the students were 
required to cover the ticket pric- 
es themselves. 

Soon after, one parent posted 
the letter online and wrote on 
the same website that the fa- 
ther of the leading actress in the 
movie was a top official in the 
Shenzhen government. 

Once the matter was brought 
to light through the Internet, 
many people in the city and 
across the country started rais- 
ing questions about the appropri- 
ateness, and real motivations, of 
the Shenzhen government’s ap- 
parent promotion of the film. 

An opinion article in the Shan- 
dong-based Qilu Evening News 
on Monday called on related gov- 
ernment agencies, including su- 
pervision and law enforcement 
departments, in Shenzhen to step 
forward, find the truth of the case 
and protect against potential vio- 
lations of public trust by officials. 

Life Translated is based on a 
novel by Li Qianni, who is also 
the lead actress, and depicts the 
experiences of a 16-year-old Chi- 
nese girl studying in the UK. Li, 
25, later told the media her fa- 
ther had no connection to the 
movie, or its questionable promo- 
tion, and said her parents were 
“completely innocent.” 

Li has been studying abroad 
since 1995 and holds a master’s 
degree from New York Universi- 
ty in the US, Beijing Youth Dai- 



Li Qianni, lead actress in Time 
Translated, holds a majority share 
in its production company and her 
father is a Shenzhen official. 

ly reported on Thursday. Though 
unemployed, she holds a total of 
over seven million yuan of invest- 
ments in three companies, includ- 
ing an 80 percent stake worth 
2.69 million yuan in the enter- 
prise that produced her movie, 
the newspaper said. 

Since the movie opened na- 
tionwide on October 27, it has 
not done well at the box office 
in any domestic city except in 
Shenzhen, the Chongqing Chen- 
bao newspaper reported. 

In recent years, the behavior of 
relatives and friends of government 
officials has become a sensitive is- 
sue in Chinese society. Last year, 
a middle-aged woman thought to 
be a relative of a high-ranking of- 
ficial killed one person and injured 
another 12 when she drove her 
BMW vehicle into a crowd in Har- 
bin, Heilongjiang Province. 

That case drew enormous at- 
tention from aross the country 
and many people suspected that 
a Harbin court give the woman 
a light sentence as a result of 
her alleged official relationship, 
though those allegations have 
yet to be proven. 



A pilot with the Russian Knights aerobatic team gets ready to fly on Wednes- 
day morning. Photo by Photocome 


Fifth Air Show Takes Wing 


By Annie Wei 

The Fifth China Internation- 
al Aviation and Aerospace Ex- 
hibition took off last Sunday 
in Zhuhai, Guangdong Province 
following an inaugural address 
from Vice Premier Huang Ju. 

Representatives of 32 coun- 
tries and regions are taking part 
in the seven-day air show, the 
latest session of a biennial event 
held in Zhuhai since 1996. 

Major international airplane 


companies, such as Boeing and 
Airbus, have established large 
presences at the show, which 
offers significantly more room 
for company displays, aircraft 
demonstrations, exhibitions and 
business conferences than the 
previous session. 

Five teams from the UK, Rus- 
sia, China and France were slat- 
ed to put on aerobatics displays 
for air show audiences during 
the week. 


Park Employee Killed in Bear 
Attack in Gansu 


By Zhou Ying 

A 46-year-old woman sur- 
named Liu who worked at the 
Liongquan Park in Jinchang, 
Gansu Province died Sunday 
evening after she was severely 
mauled that morning by a bear 
whose pen she was cleaning. 

A park employee told the Gan- 
su-based Xibu Shangbao news- 
paper that day that Lu was found 
seriously injured inside the bear 
pen in the park’s small zoo when 
other staff arrived at the scene. 

“We rushed into the zoo imme- 
diately after we heard her cries. 
We got her out and sent her to 
the hospital,” an unnamed wit- 
nesses was quoted as saying. 

It appeared the victim forgot to 
drive the bear into an adjoining 
room before cleaning the pen, and 
she was quickly attacked by the 
bear after stepping into its pen. 

One of her colleagues said Lu 


had only 
been 
working 
at the 
park for 
six 
months 
and was 
set to 
leave 
the job 
on No- Park authorities have re- 
v ember fused to speak about the vic- 
1, just tim or the fate of the bear. 
one day 

after the tragedy. 

The paper said the park had 
been closed since Sunday and 
management refused to accept 
any interviews before a thor- 
ough investigation of the case 
was completed. 

Park staff refused to talk to 
Beijing Today over the phone this 
week. 
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Customers get in line at the bank 


Photo by Photocome 


Bank Rates Go Up for First lime 
in Decade of Economic Growth 


By Chu Meng 

C hina’s Central Bank last Thurs- 
day raised interest rates for the 
first time in nearly a decade amid 
lingering concerns over inflation and a 
move towards slow economic growth. 

After months of debate, the People’s 
Bank of China (PBOC) hike of just over 
a quarter of a percent suggests the cen- 
tral government has finally decided to 
shift from a selective to a sweeping 
approach in cooling economic growth, 
which stood at 9.1 percent during the 
first three quarters. 

“This interest rate rise... is to make 
bigger use of economic measures in re- 
source allocation and macro-adjustment,” 
stated a PBOC press release announcing 
the raising of benchmark rates on annual 
loans to 5.58 percent from 5.31 percent, 
and the rate on annual deposits to 2.25 
percent from 1.98 percent. 

Before raising interest rates, mea- 
sures used included banning new invest- 
ments in certain sectors and imposing 
tougher rules for converting farmland 
to industrial use, as well as repeated in- 
creases of commercial banks’ minimum 
reserves. The last time the central bank 
raised lending rates was in July 1995. 
In February 2002, they were lowered to 
boost a sluggish economy. 

In raising interest rates this time, 
the central bank also gives commercial 
banks more freedom in setting their 
own interest rates, a significant liber- 
alization of the rates. The upper limit 
on the Renminbi lending rate has been 
scrapped. Banks “in principle” could now 
charge as much as they want for loans. 
Previously, banks could charge no more 
than 70 percent over the benchmark 
rate set by the central bank. 

Banks can also now offer a deposit 
rate lower than the benchmark, a prac- 
tice that not previously permitted. The 
rise was immediately felt across the 
world, driving price changes in securi- 
ties, commodity and currency markets 
amid discussions over the effect of a 
slowed Chinese economy on the inter- 
national market. 

People’s Bank of China Monetary 
Policy Committee spokesman, refusing 
to be named, It is to safeguard the 
long-and-middle-term deposit interest 
rates. 

This move is good for increasing the 
general Chinese people’s deposit bene- 
fits, especially the long-and-middle-term 
ones. Moreover, at this time, the rising 
range of interest rates of individual ac- 
cumulation funds for housing loans and 
commercial banks’ individual-oriented 
housing loans are lower than the base 
rate of commercial ones. It is not only 
helpful to balance the supply and de- 
mand of the housing industry, but also 
beneficial to house buyers. 

Generally speaking, the monetary pol- 
icy actions taken so far have had their 
effect, and the current monetary and cred- 
it performance is in line with targets of 


steady monetary and credit growth. Chi- 
na’s first interest rate hike in nearly a de- 
cade sends a signal that policymakers are 
eyeing market-based tools to guide the 
sound growth of the economy. 

Yi Xianrong, director of the Institute of 
Banking and Finance of Chinese Acad- 
emy of Social Sciences, The interest 
rate will continue to rise. 

In my opinion, 0.27 percent is just a ten- 
tative signal. If those economic overheating 
sectors still show such a tendency, China’s 
central bank will probably raise the Ren- 
minbi interest rate again in the near future. 
It is estimated that in the following 12-18 
months, the rate may increase two or three 
times as 0.27 is too moderate to solve all the 
problems of crowded investment in the real 
estate sector, inflation and increased oil and 
energy prices. 

Some experts made a calculation: al- 
though deposit interest rate has reached 
2.25 percent, in reality it is only 1.8 per- 
cent after deducting tax of 20 percent. 
If we take the Consumer Price Index’s 
jump of September by 5.2 percent into 
account, the actual interest rate is mi- 
nus 3.4 percent. 

Pan Shiyi, Chinese real estate giant 
and President of China Soho, Housing 
prices will decline. 

A report handed out by our compa- 
ny’s financial department showed that 
the central bank’s move would raise 
housing developers’ investment costs by 
about 2 percent, and would correspond- 
ingly harden the burden of housing 
buyers by 2 percent. Although the mod- 
erate fluctuation cannot influence the 
whole real estate industry, it will surely 
change ordinary people’s hopes of buy- 
ing a house, especially low and mid price 
range. That is to say, as interest rates 
keep rising, the prices of housing de- 
velopments will fall. But for top-range 
buyers, 18,000 yuan more on a 20-year, 
500,000 yuan mortgage means nothing. 

Although the accuracy of the CPI is 
questioned by some observers, it is agreed 
its changes reflect trends and its sharp 
upward curve this year means the real 
interest rate is very close to zero, which 
could spur unhealthy investments. 
XuYiding, Investment Consultant of 
Minzu Securities Company’s Research 
and Development Center, there was 
moderate influence on China’s stock- 
market. 

The Shanghai and Shenzhen Stock 
Exchanges foresaw the rate increase, 
because the stockmarket is so sensitive 
to any tiny changes in currency, and 
we analysts have always been eyeing it. 
Thus the bulletin board of the stock ex- 
change has begun to decline after the 
first three days’ fluctuations. 

The nominal exchange rate is un- 
likely to be adjusted very soon, but 
that doesn’t mean that the market-ori- 
ented exchange rate reforms will end. 
The market-driven exchange rate means 
that the nominal rate will be allowed to 
float within a wider band eventually. 


Interest hikes will draw some capital 
towards deposits. It is widely seen as a 
cause of decline in the stock index. How- 
ever, many analysts argued that keep- 
ing the peg would make it difficult for 
the central bank to keep a lid on money 
supply as further rises in yuan interest 
rates could spur more capital inflows, in- 
cluding speculative hot money, because 
one of the main reasons the central 
bank had delayed the long-expected rate 
change was due to worries that higher 
yuan rates could spur capital inflows. 
Reuters, China slashes open market 
volume after rate hike. 

China’s central bank drained 13 bil- 
lion yuan ($1.6 billion) from the banking 
system in Tuesday’s open market opera- 
tions, a gentle move to help the market 
digest an unexpected interest rate hike 
last week. The People’s Bank of China 
sold 8 billion yuan in annual bills and 
siphoned off another 5 billion yuan 
by entering into seven-day repurchase 
agreements, down sharply from the 29 
billion yuan it drained on Tuesday last 
week, it said in a statement. 

Beijing raised interest rates for the 
first time in nine years last Thursday 
in its latest and strongest step to gen- 
tly slow a racing economy. That allowed 
yields on bills to edge up, which other- 
wise would have surged due to the in- 
terest rate hike. 

Jiang Bing, 32-year-old lawyer from 
Zhejiang Province, Does not change my 
plan to buy a home of my own. 

I planned to spend about 800,000 
yuan (US$96,386) buying a 120-square- 
metre apartment near the Third Ring 
Road. I have chosen a suitable one. I 
won’t change my plan to buy a home of 
my own, and I will make the downpay- 
ment in the next few weeks. 

As far as I know, many people in need 
will continue to buy homes of their own, 
despite the interest rate hike. But the 
rate hike will have a big impact on spec- 
ulative purchasing, because speculators 
will consider whether they can make 
money or not after the rate hike. Some 
people might keep their money in hand 
and take a wait-and-see attitude. 
Anonymous, Don’t we need a public 
hearing before action? 

The State Council has repeatedly said 
that any policy related directly or indi- 
rectly to people’s interests was to have 
a public hearing to collect a broad spec- 
trum of public opinion and make more 
democratic and scientific decisions. 

An interest rate hike will inevitably 
engender related moves in the stock 
and financial markets, and change av- 
erage people’s investment plans such as 
house or car purchasing. Therefore it 
is inevitably a policy closely related to 
people’s interests. Don’t we need a pub- 
lic hearing before taking action? Why 
don’t China’s central bank and any 
other functional governmental depart- 
ments hold such a hearing before ad- 
justing the base interest rate? 


Shopping Centers Grow 
Into Super-Size Hals 


Emporiums get bigger, but do they get better? 


By Liu Zhaoxi 

It would reportedly take four days 
to finish visiting all the stores in this 
shiny 600-meter-long, 120-meter- wide 
building. The 550,000-square-meter, 
seven-story mall opened for business 
on October 24. 

Golden Resources New Yansha Mall, 
the largest in Beijing, includes more 
than 600 stores such as car showrooms, 
movie theaters, bookstores, beauty sa- 
lons and restaurants. 

“It is like a big community,” Ding 
Fengxia, a visitor to the mall told 
Beijing Today on Tuesday. Although 
new to Beijing, shopping malls are no 
longer strange to Chinese people in 
other cities. 

An investigation by several gov- 
ernment agencies from March to May 
indicated there are about 400 shop- 
ping malls all over the country with a 
total investment of more than 2 tril- 
lion yuan, The Economic Observer re- 
ported in September. 

Whether such a proliferation of 
large shopping malls is a good thing for 
the overall economy has attracted at- 
tention from scholars and government 
officials across the nation. One major 
concern is the use of land. Construc- 
tion usually involves a large area of 
land precious to cities or farmers. An- 
other concern is the financial risks of 
opening a mall, requiring huge loans 
from China’s state banks. The malls 
rarely seem to return a profit. 

Michael Kercheval, president of the 
International Council for Shopping 
Centers, Shopping malls do not 
work along the lines of the bigger, 
the better. 

There are 45,000 shopping centers 
in the USA and only 5 percent are large 
malls. All malls are shopping centers, 
but not all shopping centers are malls. 
As for shopping malls in current Chi- 
na, many have a single-faceted pursuit 
of size, trying to be the biggest in the 
country or Asia, but end up being simi- 
lar super clothing selling courts. 

(from Jiefang Daily) 

An executive who refused to be 
named at Morgan Stanley Japan, 

Poor management and single- 
resource investment make success 
difficult for shopping malls in 
China. 

Only 10 percent of shopping malls 
are successful in China. So many 
failures can be attributed to poor 
management. The mall operators 
are only satisfied with collecting 
rent, but do not regard tenants as 
long-time partners in sharing the 
benefits of business development. 
Meanwhile, China lacks profession- 
al marketing and planning person- 
nel for shopping malls. 

Eighty percent of investment in 
shopping malls in China comes from 
bank loans, while in other countries, 
trust funds, such as pensions, are the 
main source of investment. 

(from Jiefang Daily) 

Wu Weiqun, journalist, “Intracorporal 
circulation” is risky. 

The key to success for shopping 
malls overseas is the separation of 
investor, manager and store runner. 
But in China, some large commercial 
groups use bank loans to develop 
shopping malls, recruit stores by 
themselves and make their own com- 
panies the main stores in the mall. 
Such a model of “intracorporal circu- 
lation” is very risky. 

(from Jiefang Daily) 

The Economic Observer editorial, 
Some real estate companies use 
construction of malls to reap stag- 
gering profits. 


Some real estate developers seek 
land use permission under the name 
of a mall project, bringing lower land 
prices because of a favorable national 
policy for mall construction. But then 
they use the land to build villas, ho- 
tels or golf courses, or put the land on 
hold and sell it when the price climbs. 
The reality is that although shopping 
malls have been around in China for 
years, so far there is not one large 
shopping mall that makes a profit. 
Most are losing money. Real estate de- 
velopers only consider making money. 
They do not argue against starting a 
new mall project. They cause a huge 
waste of resources, an overflow of 
shopping outlets. Consequently, many 
malls go empty or into bankruptcy, the 
developers can’t repay their debts to 
the bank, the stores lose money and 
the farmers lose their land. 

Hong Tao, professor at Beijing Tech- 
nology and Business University, Mall 
business is an inevitable trend that 
demands caution. 

The market has the need for such 
shopping malls, where comprehensive 
needs of customers can be met. There 
is nothing wrong with building such 
a mall and this is the trend of the 
future. But places with insufficient 
conditions should not begin such proj- 
ects blindly. Otherwise, the risks and 
waste will be huge. The losses caused 
by a large shopping mall could be 
more than the money needed to es- 
tablish a new company. To run a shop- 
ping mall needs a long-term strategic 
plan of 10-20 years. It’s not just about 
maintaining the facility, but more 
about management. 

An official who refused to be named 
at the management company of Golden 
Resources New Yansha Mall, Large 
malls need time to grow up. 

Any huge mall needs an incubation 
period for its management to adjust. 
Our goal is to help the stores here 
gain more profit. So far, the stores 
in the mall are not diverse enough 
and we did not do much promotion in 
the early stage of opening the mall. 
We’re going to introduce more stores 
to make the mall more complete and 
attractive to more customers. 

Woman who refused to be named, 
vendor at Golden Resources New 
Yansha Mall, Customers are fewer 
than expected. 

So far, the number of customers 
is fewer than expected. But the com- 
modities available in the mall are 
comprehensive, which I think will at- 
tract more people. 

Peng Zijun, customer at Golden 
Resources New Yansha Mall, The mall 
is just for ordinary folk to broaden 
their horizons. 

GR New Yansha Mall could be 
seen as the pride of Beijing, improv- 
ing the quality of the retail business 
of Beijing. If we only have markets 
like the Beijing Zoo market around 
the city, it is boring. But a mall like 
this is for ordinary folks to come and 
broaden their horizons. The market 
of the mall is too classy to make me 
have the desire to buy. 

Woman customer ; a schoolteach- 
er who refused to be named, at Gold- 
en Resources New Yansha Mall: The 
mall is good, but not perfect. 

The shopping environment of the 
mall is nice. Stores at downtown 
Beijing are always crowded. Some- 
times I have to wait in line to get 
to try on clothes. Such a thing is not 
likely to happen at this large mall. 
But the service is insufficient. It is 
still a little inconvenient for me to 
find the store where I want to shop. 



Golden Resources New Yansha Mall 
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By Zhou Ying 

T eenage boys love’em. Par- 
ents hate them. But cyber 
cafes are here to stay in 
China, and what worries adult 
authorities is their youngsters’ 
easy access to subversive mate- 
rials such as gambling, pornog- 
raphy and online games. 

There’s a better reason to 
worry. After a fire in the Lan- 
jisu Cyber Cafe in Beijing’s uni- 
versity district on June 16, 2002 
killed 24, the city placed an im- 
mediate ban on the city’s 2,400 
Internet bars. They were re- 
opened months later. 

Thus in China, all citizens must 
register with an ID card when 
they enter legal cyber cafe, their gi- 
ant firewall-protected surfing hab- 
its can easily be monitored. All 
cafes are supposed to close at mid- 
night. Few do. According to Xin- 
huanet, last year, more than 80 
percent of cafes are illegal. 

The “Report on China Cyber 
cafe Industry Investigation” con- 
ducted by Cultural Market De- 
velopment Center of Chinese 
Ministry of Culture offers in- 
sights into the mindset of the 
authorities in coping with the 
problem of feeding young peo- 
ple’s thirst for thrills without 
damaging the national interest 
of developing high-tech talent. 
Background 

The domestic cyber cafe in- 
dustry sprang up in the early 
1990s. In the old days when re- 
sources were limited, a person 
might pay as much as 20 yuan 
an hour at a cyber cafe. 

With the rapid development 
of the online gaming industry 
since 2000, charges have plum- 
meted to a few kuai. With this, 
the cyber cafe has become a 
brand-new kind of entertain- 
ment venue. The industry is 
growing fast and creating mon- 
ey and jobs. 

The investigation found that 
there are more than 100,000 cyber 
cafes in the entire country, 10,000 
less than last year, of which 21 per- 
cent make more than 5,000 yuan 
monthly profits, 28 percent as much 
as 10,000 yuan, and 3 percent make 
between 80,000 and 150,000 yuan. 
Besides surfing charges, a key in- 
come for cyber cafes comes from 
food consumption. 

As a new rising industry, the 
cyber cafes support new forms 
of investment and bring jobs. 
According to the survey, the in- 
dustry employs more than one 
million people. 

The cyber cafe industry also 
benefits the computer chip, net- 
work and software industries 
129.5 billion yuan in profit. 
Governance 

Not long after the deadly fire, 
October 11, 2002, the govern- 
ment released the Internet Ser- 
vice Site Business Management 
Regulations. 

The regulations require win- 
dows be left unlocked and doors 


Official Survey Suggests Changes 
to Rules Governing Cyber Cafes 
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A “new concept 99 cafe in Beijing 


Reasons for entering cyber cafe 

Reasons Percentage 

Downloading music 3.79 

Surfing the internet 7.67 

More choices of online game 13.59 

Influence of friends 13.98 

Higher speed 13.98 

Lower price 9.71 

Easier access to online gaming 7.57 

More choices of online movies 6.89 

High configuration 7.09 

Good atmosphere 15.73 


Monthly income 
of the cyber cafes 

Monthly income (yuan) percentage 

Less than 5,000 14 

5,000-10,000 21 

10,001-20,000 28 

20.001- 30,000 18 

30.001- 50,000 9 

50.001- 80,000 7 

80.001- 150,000 3 



A Ningbo cyber cafe 

unblocked. Owners must dem- 
onstrate sufficient capital to 
own a business. They must close 
between midnight and 8 am, 
ban children under 16 and lo- 
cate their businesses further 
than 200 meters from primary 
and middle schools. They must 
also prevent customers from ac- 
cessing material considered sub- 
versive or pornographic. Cafe 
owners are required to show 
their records to authorities upon 
request, and everyone must 
show identification before using 
a computer at a cafe. 

The survey found 73 percent 
of cyber cafe operators believe the 
opening hour regulations serious- 
ly harm their business and 87 
percent of surfers think it feasi- 
ble for cafes to open overnight on 
weekends or during the holidays. 

“As long as netizens need 
that service, we should meet 
their needs. Otherwise, the mar- 
ket abandoned by legal cyber 
cafes will be occupied by unli- 
censed,” the report stated. 

Not surprisingly, cyber cafe 
operators who have undergone 
the arduous process of licens- 
ing with the city authorities re- 
gard their illegal competitors as 
a public enemy. Nearly 92 per- 
cent insist illegal cyber cafes 
hurt them. 

“Actually nearly all the social 
problems occur in unlicensed cy- 
ber cafes. Therefore as long as we 
can successfully hold back devel- 
opment of illegal cyber cafes, all 
problems can be solved,” one op- 
erator, who refused to be named, 
told Beijing Today on Wednesday. 
Customer profile 

Ninety percent of Chinese 
surfers are male, according to 
the survey. Seventy percent are 
18-30 years old. Researchers 
found 65 percent of cyber cafe 


customers are single. More than 
half are college graduates. 

The report suggests the main 
reason women do not want to 
enter cyber cafes is the intimi- 
dating male environment. 

The main goal of customers? 
Entertainment. 

“I really like playing online 
games at the cyber cafe,” says 
Zhai Wei, a student at Beijing 
University of Technology. “My 
friends and I can get together to 
enjoy the fun of online games, 
and we can select whatever we 
want there.” 

Small business 

The authorities tend to turn 
down applications by small op- 
erators. 

“We aim to boost cyber cafe 
business by encouraging chain 
operations,” Liu Qiang, an offi- 
cial at the Internet culture di- 
vision of Ministry of Culture in 
China, told Xinhua in June last 
year “It helps to standardize the 
business.” 

“But our purpose isn’t to limit 
or forbid the existence of individ- 
ual or private cyber cafes. We en- 
courage mergers and acquisitions,” 
he said, adding that more than 95 
percent of China’s 110,000 cyber 
cafes were privately owned. 

But the investigation found 
few operators want to join a 
chain, complaining the over- 
heads are too high. 

The report appears to have 
prompted officials from the Min- 
istry of Culture to amend the 
regulations. 

“We may consider changing 
some rules, such as the business 
hours of cyber cafes, and we will 
give access to young people on 
condition they are accompanied 
by their guardians,” an anony- 
mous official from the Ministry 
of Culture revealed last week. 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great WallJ 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 

J 


walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 
Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen 
Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com Jj 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

f 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
weekPlace for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Renming Daxue stop. 
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By Wang Fang 

T heir illegal driving licenc- 
es are believed to be re- 
sponsible for the deaths of 
11 people and serious injuries to 
14 in 124 traffic accidents in Jilin 
City, Jilin Province. 

Five senior traffic police offi- 
cers began trial last week accused 
of issuing licences for bribes, 
following a two-year secret in- 
vestigation by three Guangming 
Daily reporters. 

The corrupt cops had allegedly 
issued 30 licences a day to driving 
schools from August 2001 to Janu- 
ary 2003, accepting more than 5.6 
million yuan for 22,156 licences. 

Jilin City Police Bureau is- 
sued a notice on Monday, de- 
manding those who bought their 
driving licences to sit the test 
again. Otherwise, their licences 
will be cancelled. 

Anonymous letter 

In August 2001, an anonymous 
letter arrived at Guangming Dai- 
ly alleging Jilin traffic police were 
selling licences to driving schools 
for students who did not want to 
sit the driving test. 

A secret inquiry by the paper 
in Jilin on November 5, 2001 con- 
firmed the letter. 

The results of their inquiry 
could not be revealed for a fur- 
ther two years. It needed a seri- 
ous traffic accident to make the 
authorities act. 

The reporters tried to find a 
cooperative Jilin officer, reporter 
Hu Kai told Chengshi Wanbao, 
a Jilin-based newspaper. How- 
ever, through interviewing pro- 
spective drivers only, the team 
proved sales were an open secret 
in Jilin City. 

Second investigation 

In August 2002, the reporters 
returned to Jilin to build evidence. 
This time, they found someone 
who would like to say more. An of- 
ficer from the traffic police branch, 
who declined to give his name, 
told them that Han Xiujuan, a po- 
lice officer with the driving license 


The reporters returned to 
Beijing but kept an eye on Jilin, 
waiting for an opportunity to 
take the officers to court. 

On January 28, 2003, a coach 
from Jilin City skidded off the 
highway in the Changping Sec- 
tion, Beijing of the Harbin- 
Dalian Highway (from Harbin, 
Heilongjiang Province to Da- 
lian, Liaoning Province) High- 
way. Seventeen people died. The 
police found the licensed driver, 
from Jilin City, had not sat a 
driving test. Guangming Daily 
immediately came to the scene 
and reported this key fact. It was 
not published in the newspaper, 
but instead published in an in- 
ternal reference report for the 
Central Committee of the Chi- 
nese Communist Party in August 
2003. As expected, it got the lead- 
ers’ attention. 

Luo Gan, a member of the 
standing committee of the Central 
Committee of the Political Bureau 
of the Communist Party of China 
and Zhou Yongkang, director the 
Ministry of the Public Security, 
demanded Jilin City investigate 
sales of driving licences. 

Bribes and more bribes 

Head of Jilin Traffic Police Gu 
Zhanxin, his deputy Tang Tian- 
he, driving test official Xiong 
Haitao and Officers Han Xiujuan 
and Zhao Encai were tried in 
various cities last week. 

Yang Wei, a reporter for 
Xinhun Huabao, another Ji- 
lin-based newspaper, who partic- 
ipated in the court hearing of 
Tang Encai told Beijing Today 
that Tang withdrew his confes- 
sion at court. 

He stood accused of accepting 
204,400 yuan in bribes from Gu 
Zhanxin and Xiong Haitao for 
selling 56 driving licences and 
could not account for more than 
900,000 yuan. At the hearing, 
Tang said the 900,000 yuan were 
gifts sent by other units and of- 
ficers on the holiday. 

Yang Wei told Beijing Today , 
“When I talked to some relatives 
of the suspect when the court 
hearing finished, they complained 
that the sale of driving licences is 
not unique to Jilin City. 

“They also thought it was un- 
fair for the court to accuse him 
of taking bribes by using his 
900,000 yuan grey income for 
which he could not account.” 

The trial of six driving school 
managers will begin next Monday. 


Deadly Driving Scandal 

Newspaper undercover investigation proves Jilin City Police sold licences 


Tang Tianhe 

administration office, had secretly 
engraved a set of seals needed to 
issue driving licences. 

He told the reporters Gu 
Zhanxin, the former head of the 
vehicle administration office, was 
involved as well. But the officer 
reminded reporters that their in- 
vestigation would not be easy. 

“I think that without the sup- 
port from the heads of the high- 
er leadership, Han and Gu would 
not dare sell driving licences,” 
said the officer. “If so, then an in- 
visible umbrella will make it im- 
possible for you to trace the story 


to its real source.” 

Driving schools 

The reporters took the officer’s 
advice and began investigating 
driving schools instead. They went 
to Jilin Driving School as it was 
connected to the Jilin City Police 
Bureau. Their source had told 
them the school’s business license 
had already been revoked by the 
local commercial and industry ad- 
ministration bureau, but police 
had somehow been able to keep 
the school running. 

The reporters pretended to be 
applicants. A member of staff 


told them, “Don’t worry, our man- 
ager is a relative of the leader 
of the traffic police branch.” He 
said the school had helped many 
applicants obtain driving licenc- 
es without taking the test. The 
school sold about 600 driving li- 
cences a year, he said. 

At Fengshun Driving School, 
Ju Jing, the manager, received 
them. He gave the reporters three 
copies of health check-up forms 
already stamped and signed. He 
told them to fill out their names 
and supply pictures for a license. 
He even tried to sell blank ap- 


proval forms signed by Zhao En- 
cai, director of the traffic police. 
“Give me a 1,000 kuai and I’ll 
have your license done,” he said. 

But both officials refused to 
tell the reporters the names of 
their relatives or friends in the 
traffic police. They got their break- 
through at Jilin Tonglian Automo- 
bile Shop, where the receptionist 
revealed his boss, Zhao Weiming, 
was husband of Han Xiujuan, an 
official at the office of the driving 
license administration. 

He said not only licences could 
be fixed. The shop could also help 


Photo by Yang Wei 

out with automobile registration 
and title documents. The shop 
could also restore the licences of 
drivers who had been struck off, 
the staff member told them. 

The closer they got to the 
truth, the more difficult the in- 
vestigation. The reporters found 
out that even though they had 
collected sufficient evidence, they 
could not expose the scandal be- 
cause the interests of the corrupt 
officers, the driving schools and 
the drivers who bought licences 
were inextricably linked togeth- 
er. No one would talk. 

Jilin driver kills 17 


One Flew over the Shanghai Cuckoo’s Nest 


Men in white coats allegedly imprison grieving parents 


By Dai Dunfeng/ Wang Fang 

A grieving couple says they 
were imprisoned inside a locked 
ward in the Shanghai Psychi- 
atric Health Center for nearly 
two months after trying to set- 
tle a dispute over the center’s 
role in the suicide of their de- 
pressed daughter. 

The mother, 53, was later 
proved psychiatrically sound 
by hospitals in Qingdao and 
Beijing. But while at the center, 
she says she was tied up by doc- 
tors for three days and coerced 
into the schizophrenia ward for 
22 days. 

The daughter had commit- 
ted suicide in September 2003 
after six years’ treatment at the 
Shanghai Psychiatric Health 
Center. Having collected evi- 
dence of her daughter’s treat- 
ment, the mother and her 
husband — who both refused to 
be named — held the Center 
responsible. But the Center in- 
formed them their daughter’s 
doctor only leased a counter po- 
sition from the Center. Thus, the 
Center maintained it could not 
be held responsible. The couple 
went to Shanghai twice to ne- 
gotiate, but the Center stuck to 
its argument. 

Third visit 

When they visited a third 
time, the father, who was suffer- 
ing depression, decided to see a 
doctor. Xiao Zeping, director of 
the Center, received them. Af- 
ter chatting with the father, Dr 
Xiao found that whenever the 
mother mentioned her recently 
dead daughter, she could not 
help crying and leaning against 
her husband’s shoulder. 

Dr Xiao next recommended 
the mother and the father both 
receive therapy in the No. 2 
Ward in the East Wing. The fa- 
ther was made legal guardian 
of his wife and vice-versa by the 
hospital. 

The No. 2 Ward in the East 
Wing of the Center was open to 
patients’ relatives. The majori- 
ty of patients there suffer from 
depression or light compulsive 


disorder. A depressed 20-year- 
old woman was staying in the 
same ward as the mother. 

The woman said: “The pa- 
tients in the ward all thought 
[the mother] was sane. She was 
just very sad when she thought 
about her daughter, that’s all.” 
She said the mother did not stir 
any trouble. 

Quarrel 

The Center held a meeting 
with 30 patients on the morning 
of May 25 seeking their opin- 
ions about noise from the near- 
by construction site. The couple 
and the depressed woman were 
present. 

The 20-year-old recalled that 
apart from complaining about 
the noise to a Center repre- 
sentative, the father also men- 
tioned his daughter’s death. The 
representative allegedly shout- 
ed at him: “Your daughter did 
not see the doctor here. We are 
not responsible at all.” 

The mother rushed at the 
representative and tried to drag 
him to the director’s office. Fi- 
nally, the representative pushed 
her to the ground. 

“I was angry and kicked 
him,” admitted the mother. 

After returning to the ward, 
the mother kept crying. She 
says a doctor found a fruit knife 
on her bed at about 1 pm. She 
says the doctor asked her hus- 
band if he could put the knife 
in his pocket to “protect your 
wife from harming herself’. But 
the knife had belonged to their 
daughter and so was a trea- 
sured item. 

Twenty minutes later, Dr 
Zhang Haiyin brought in five se- 
curity guards, announcing they 
were moving her to another 
ward. When they brought her to 
No. 3 Ward in the North Wing, 
she says the couple suddenly 
realized this ward was for se- 
vere psychiatric patients. She 
alleges the guards then grabbed 
her as she tried to run away. 

The Center called the police. 
On the same day, the couple was 
coercively admitted by Shanghai 


Shanghai Psychiatric Health Center 

“All she 
could do was 
lie in bed, 
watching rats 
running on 
the floor.” 


Psychiatric Health Center and 
Xu Hui Psychiatric Health Cen- 
ter. In the admittance file issued 
by Xuhui Police to the father, it 
said, “[The couple] hurt the doc- 
tors at 10 am on May 25, 2004 by 
throwing chairs and threatening 
them with a knife.” 

The mother says the police 
didn’t show her any file on her 
own admittance. The 20-year-old 
witness to the incident stated 
she never saw either of the cou- 
ple threaten the doctors with a 
knife at the meeting. But as to 
the situation in No. 3 Ward, only 
those involved know the truth. 

The father insists “the knife 
was in my pocket”. But the 
Center would not comment on 
whether he threatened them 
with a knife. 

Jail 

From May 25, the mother 


Photo by Dai Dunfeng 

was kept in No. 3 Ward in the 
North Wing for 22 days. 

“They tied up my hands and 
feet on the bed and changed my 
clothes in front of all the pa- 
tients. They even took away my 
jade necklace.” 

She buried her head in her 
hands, sobbing: “They injected 
glucose solution when I went 
on hunger strike in protest and 
they did not untie the cords to 
let me go to the toilet. When I 
was thirsty, they did not give 
me any water.” 

She said all she could do was 
lie in bed, watching rats run- 
ning on the floor. 

At first, the Center alleged- 
ly did not allow her to call any- 
body. She said, “I begged them 
to let me call my 86-year-old 
mother. Three nurses tied my 
hands, dragging me to the tele- 
phone. They did not allow me to 
maintain any dignity.” 

She said she was finally un- 
tied on May 27 when friends of 
her daughter came to the Cen- 
ter to visit her. One of the vis- 
itors allegedly said, “When we 
first saw her, she was lying in 
bed facing the toilet in the corri- 
dor.” The mother told them she 
had been fasting three days. 

She said the Center had lat- 
er allowed her to make a daily 
call to her husband. But when- 


ever they talked about their 
daughter, the Center cut the 
line. A doctor at the Center said 
in order to protect the schizo- 
phrenic patient from harming 
herself or others, they had no 
choice but to tie her up. 

They restricted my freedom’ 

After leaving the Center, she 
went to hospitals in Qingdao 
and Beijing to see if she was 
sick. Examinations proved she 
was not, she says. 

“The doctor of the Shanghai 
Center only treated me as a 
psychiatric patient because I 
had been in dispute with them 
over my daughter’s death,” said 
the mother. 

According to Article 27 of 
the Shanghai Psychiatric 
Health Regulations, doctors 
with a conflict of interest over 
a patient should not adminis- 
ter treatment. 

“The Center did not ask for 
agreement from either me or 
my guardian, my husband, and 
then they did not have the right 
to throw me into the closed- 
door ward,” she said. 

A hospital spokesman said: 
“[Her] husband signed the med- 
ical records when she was ac- 
cepted by the hospital on April 
20. The signature was still val- 
id when she was moved to a 
locked ward.” 

But lawyer Jiang Weizhong 
of the Yangguang Law Office in 
Shanghai, doesn’t agree. “The 
Constitution empowers only a 
judicial authority to restrict 
citizens’ freedom. The doctors 
broke the law when they sent 
the patient from the open ward 
to the locked ward without per- 
mission from either the guard- 
ian or the police.” 

The mother said: “If psychia- 
trists can easily force people to 
receive therapy in locked wards 
by claiming they are psychiat- 
rically sick, the world would be 
a horrible place.” 

The mother is now suing 
Shanghai Psychiatric Center. 

(From Southern Week- 
end) 






m FACE 31 


IEUING TODAY 


NOVEMBER 5, 2004 



E-mail: zhaopu@ynet.com 


EDITOR: ZHAO PU DESIGNER: PANG LEI 


7 really wish that 
every person living in 
the city could go to 
live in the mountains 
for a whole year to 
gain close contact with 
nature. Coming back, 
you would feel very 
differently You will re- 
consider your attitude 
to the life of animals 
and treat them as our 
equals. You’ll be will- 
ing to protect them 
and become more tol- 
erant.’ 

— Guo Yanli 



There are fewer than 300 elephants in 
Yunnan Province, South China. 


By Yan Zhang and Hester Xu 

O n her first day on 
the job, Guo Yanli 
was chased by a 
herd of wild ele- 
phants. 

Literally 

Guo had heard a rumble 
in the Yunnan Province jungle 
and snuck over for a peek. Sud- 
denly, there they were: all eight 
of them strolling towards her 
across a jungle clearing of the 
Mengyang Nature Reserve. 

A female elephant locked her 
sights on Guo, 26. And so that’s 
how she ended up running for 
her life, herd at her heels, in Wild 
Elephant Valley on September 19 
last year. 

“It’s not really surprising 
that a few locals get trampled 
to death by angry elephants 
each year,” she says, smiling. 
Guo had been “very lucky”, ac- 
cording to locals. Most visitors 
don’t get to see an elephant for 
at least a month. 

The graduate of Beijing Nor- 
mal University has now rejoined 
her husband Wu Yugang and 
is writing her thesis on living 
among the 300 elephants in the 
primeval forest of Xishuangbanna 
Dai Autonomous Prefecture in 
south Yunnan Province. 

Guo majors in animal behav- 
ior, observing their ingestion, 
defense and other behavioural 
patterns to help find suitable 
ways of protecting elephants. 
Her supervisor, Professor Zhang 
Li, has been leading an unprec- 
edented field research program 
to observe wild Asian elephant 
herds living in China with spon- 
sorship from the International 
Fund of Animal Welfare (IFAW). 

During the year, Guo re- 
corded 50 sightings of ele- 
phants, that included nine or 
10 herds. Every time she sees 
an elephant, Guo says, she 
feels “a rush of tenderness and 
affection.” 

Guo was able to recognize 
and nickname individual ele- 
phants in the herd: Zuo Du - 
“left single” - for the elephant 
with only one tusk on the left, 
or You Duan - “right short” - for 
the elephant with a shorter tusk 
on the right. 

“I quickly realized elephants 
were afraid of human beings 
and got nervous whenever there 



Guo Yanli says she grew accustomed to the local food in the Mengyang Nature Reserve in Xishuangbanna , “ although it was quite sour ” 


Photos provided by Guo Yanli 


Student Hisses 
Her □enhants 


Pledges to return to Yunnan 



“I tried to keep quiet,” says Guo, who made 50 sightings of elephants for her field work on animal behavior. 


were people nearby making 
noise. But they would relax 
and cut loose whenever people 
weren’t around. 

“So I tried to keep quiet ev- 
ery time I saw the elephants so 
as not to disturb their natural 
behavior,” she explains in a pro- 
fessional stage whisper, as if an 
elephant might be lurking in the 
corridors of the Normal Univer- 
sity biology department. 

Hard times in the forest 

Guo never anticipated her 
second-biggest problem: finding 
a place to stay. She worked 
alone in the Mengyang Nature 
Reserve, a famous tourist at- 
traction 35 kilometers from 
Jinghong, the county capital. 

The only places available 
there were cosy 480 yuan-a- 
night cabins built for tourists 
staying in the Wild Elephant 
Valley. For her first month, Guo 
had to make a daily commute 
between Mengyang and Jing- 
hong to work with park staff 
and officials from the reserve. 


Finally, she was offered a bam- 
boo shed with a leaking roof 
recently abandoned by bureau 
staff. With an outside toilet. 

For 100 yuan a night. 

Guo walked to the park 
office three kilometres away and 
asked a member of staff for help. 

“What good are you? What 
economic benefit do you bring 
to us? I might consider giving 
you a room if you worked here 
as a cleaner,” came the friendly 
local reply. 

A change in management 
brought a change in luck two 
weeks later and Guo had soon 
struck a deal for her bamboo 
condo beside a banyan tree in 
Wild Elephant Valley. In ex- 
change for the free accommoda- 
tion, Guo worked as a tourist 
guide, park staff trainer and 
teacher of wild animal conserva- 
tion to local people. 

The jungle is humid during 
the rainy season between March 
and September. Her room grew 
moldy and washed clothes sim- 


ply wouldn’t dry for weeks. Al- 
though the reserve is in a 
tropical zone, the winter was 
cold and wet. 

Mosquitoes and unthinkable 
creep-crawlies preyed on Guo. 
“Once my fingers got bitten by an 
ant and became badly swollen. 
After telling my husband what 
had happened on telephone, I 
had a good cry,” she chuckles. 
“And the first time I was bitten 
by leeches shortly after arriving 
in the reserve, I was frightened 
seeing my trouser legs soaked in 
blood. But now I’m used to them 
that I could play them in my 
hand like the locals.” 

With no newspapers or TV, 
she had nothing to do after din- 
ner but to wait for the elephants 
to come. 

Lonely summer nights 

The greatest problem was 
the loneliness. Night in the jun- 
gle, she says, was either abso- 
lutely still or filled with the 
chorus of animal cries. At first, 
she was afraid. Fear soon gave 



Inside her jungle cabin in Xishuang- 
banna for almost a year. 


way to loneliness. 

“The only thing I could do 
was talk to my husband on a 
mobile phone. We spoke about 
50 minutes every day and I got 
all my outside news through 
this only channel,” she says. 

For Guo, a native of Chifeng, 
a small city in Inner Mongolia, 
the isolation and hardship had 
its own reward: an opportunity 
to get closer to nature. “I never 
really liked Beijing,” she says. 

“Life is hard there, but not 
as bad as you may imagine. 

Most of the time, I felt very 
happy. Whenever the elephants 
came within five kilometres of 
my house, I would immediately 
stop what I was doing and rush 
out to meet them, even when I 
was talking with my husband on 
the mobile phone! I did feel lone- 
ly at that time, but it was abso- 
lutely worth it.” 

Matriarchal society 

One day, Guo was observing 
a herd of 12 elephants bathing 
in the river. With people around, 
the mother elephant usually 
shields the calf. But this time, 
with no one in sight, the adults 
wandered downstream and left 
the calf alone. About an hour lat- 
er, an old bull elephant came to 
the river. 

The other adult elephants 
were startled and ran, leaving 
the calf alone by the riverside. 
Paying little attention to what 
had just happened, the calf con- 
tinued to play about in the 
water while the menacing bull 
drank from the river. A few min- 
utes later, the mother elephant 
returned to the scene. Treading 
cautiously around the bull, she 
positioned herself between the 
stranger and the calf and then 
let out a loud trumpet. 

A few minutes later, another 
female elephant appeared. 
Walking around the bull in iden- 
tical fashion, she moved to the 
other side of the calf. Thus 
the two adult female elephants 
guarded the calf from both sides. 
A moment later, the bull left. 

The other cows trumpeted and 
joined the three at the river. 

“You see, elephants are in- 
credibly intelligent animals,” 
says Guo. “Each herd is a ma- 


triarchal society and consists of 
only cows and calves. They can 
communicate with each other 
and have a strong maternal love 
for the children.” 

Elephants never attack hu- 
mans on their own accord, she 
explains. Most deaths and inju- 
ries in the area occurred when 
elephants were startled by rub- 
ber collectors working at night or 
provoked by people trying to fol- 
low them. 

“The elephants are trying to 
adapt to people living there, but 
we people aren’t doing much 
adapting ourselves.” 

The local people have tried 
really hard to protect the ani- 
mals, she says. “But it’s unfair 
to ask them to shoulder the full 
burden of conservation by sac- 
rificing their own livelihoods. It 
should be our duty as a society 
to protect the fewer than 300 el- 
ephants remaining in China.” 
Jumbo traffic problem 

The herd she had met on 
the first day reappeared again 
about 2 pm, preparing to cross a 
highway that runs through the 
conservation area. Locals and 
tourists gathered to watch. The 
elephants screamed and tried to 
scatter the crowd. 

Traffic proved too heavy and 
no vehicle would stop for the 
herd. At 6 pm, the elephants 
were still waiting. The situation 
was tense. Guo and company de- 
cided to act. 

“We first persuaded the by- 
standers to leave and then we 
walked onto the highway to stop 
the traffic and let the elephants 
pass. Later, I discovered it’s 
quite normal for wild elephants 
to cross the highway. 

“Because of their big appe- 
tite, they have to get food in 
different places inside the re- 
serve. With the highway run- 
ning through the middle, the 
elephants have no choice but to 
cross the road to find more food 
on the other side.” 

She applauds local govern- 
ment efforts to protect the an- 
imal. “When they built a road 
that runs through the nature re- 
serve to improve the local econo- 
my, the roadworks left a steep 
cliff which made it impossible 
for elephants to cross, and so 
they built an underground tun- 
nel to let the elephants pass.” 

It is not only an elephant 
that never forgets. One day, Guo 
promises, she will return. 

“I really wish that every per- 
son living in the city could go 
to live in the mountains for a 
whole year to gain close contact 
with nature. Coming back, you 
would feel very differently. You 
will reconsider your attitude to 
the life of animals and treat 
them as our equals. You’ll be 
willing to protect them and be- 
come more tolerant.” 
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creen 


Everybody Has Secret hit the screen with a new depiction of sexual relations South Korean 
style. 


By Jessie Jiang 

I t all seemed to happen overnight. Teen- 
age boys are crazy about a game called 
Legend , girls are screaming for the recit- 
als of JTL and HOT and your office col- 
leagues are planning a hanguo liaoli after 

work. 

Meanwhile, after My Sassy Girl becomes a 
catchword for all suffering boyfriends, after Mu- 
seum and Zoo come to stand for opposite ideas 
about love from two genders, after Shiri is ap- 
plauded as the only Asian box office miracle 
standing against Titanic... anyone can see that 
a big, powerful Korean Wave has arrived on the 
screen. 

Korean films, like many other elements of Ko- 
rean culture, are irrevocably making their im- 
pact on Asian and even world popular culture. 
Some call it a “renaissance” to echo the golden 
times of Barefooted Youth and Shin Sung-il and 
Um Aeng-ran in the 1960s, but it is more than 
that. In terms of volume, market, diversity or 
maturity, the Korean film industry has reached 
an unprecedented height in just a few years. 

Since the 1980s, Korean films have won rec- 
ognition in many international film festivals in- 
cluding Venice, Locarno, Shanghai, Melbourne 
and Cannes. Praise and awards are showered 
upon such films as Gwontaek’s Ssibadi and Seo- 
pyeonje, Bae Yonggyoon’s The Reason Why the 
Dalma Went East and Pak Chan-wook’s Old Boy. 
But what is more visible is the great success of 
Korean blockbusters in commercial terms, no- 
tably Shiri (1999), JSA (2000), My Sassy Girl 
(2001), My Wife is a Ganster (2001), Chingu 
(2002), The Way Home (2002), Memory of Mur- 
der (2003), Silmido (2003) and Taegukgi (2004). 

From 1998 to 2002, the number of cinema- 
goers in Korea increased from 50.18 million to 
105 million, among which the number of view- 
ers of domestic films tripled. Korean films now 
count for about 53 percent of the domestic mar- 
ket and have generated $30.98 million in foreign 
markets with more than 164 films exported ev- 
ery year. The total sales revenue of the Korean 
film industry has tripled over five years to $ 3.15 
billion. 

The momentum of Korean filmmaking read- 
ily reminds one of the Red Devil cheer squad in 
the World Cup, with bugles, drums and roaring 
confidence for victory. But how did this happen? 

The magical rise of Korean films is largely 
attributed to the strong governmental support 
it receives. For 35 years, Korea has practiced a 
“screen quota” policy which requires Korean cin- 
emas to screen domestically produced films 146 
days a year, or 40 percent of the time. And the 
actual composition of domestic films last year 
actually reached 53 percent. Although this poli- 
cy has aroused great argument from Hollywood 
filmmakers, the Korean government has never 
loosened its grip upon this aspect. 

“The screen quota system maintained Korea’s 
cultural identity and diversity. ... our cinema 
should not be judged only by market principles,” 
wrote an alliance of actors and directors in a re- 
cent public statement. In 1999, hundreds of Ko- 
rean filmmakers even shaved their heads in a 
gesture of protest against what they described 
as an influx of Hollywood films. 

Apart from the screen quota, a government- 
supported committee for the promotion of Kore- 
an films is also actively sponsoring the industry 
and independent directors. Every year about 
30-40 films are directly and indirectly subsidized 
by the committee, with no governmental inter- 
ference in their content. 

Hosting international film festivals is anther 
initiative to raise the international profile of Ko- 


My Sassy Girl, a Korean cre- 
ation blending romance and a 
I funny plot. 


I Ghost House, even in a ghost 
I story, there’s still something to 
I laugh about. 
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I An Old Boy without plastic sur- 
I gery can also pocket riches and 
| international prizes. 
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I The huge money throw into 
I Taegukgi is indicative of South 
I Korean filmmakers to make 
Ytheir mark on the world film 
\battlefield. 


rean films. The Busan International Film 
Festival seeks to act as a bridge between 
the audience and filmmakers, the Jeonju 
International Film Festival centers on the 
development of digital films, and the Pi- 
Fan, Puchon International Fantastic Film 
Festival deals with fantasy films as its 
subject. From these festivals, more and 
more audiences are attracted to the bus- 
tling scene of the Korean film industry. 

Favorable environment has blessed 
the Korean filmmakers with unparal- 
leled conditions for creation. With such 
rapid development of the film communi- 
ty, the Chungmuro and Jongno area have 
also become famous as a hub of filmmak- 
ers and cinema-goers. At the same time, 
multiplex cinemas and theaters have 
also been built, including Danseongsa 
(practically a sacred place for film lov- 
ers), Daehan Theater, Seoul Theater and 
Hollywood Theater. 

At the end of Silmido , cornered and 
desperate, the remnant members of Spe- 
cial Unit 684 write down their names on 
a bus in blood, crying “We’re not nobody!” 
This poignant symbol of people trying to 
etch their names in history strikes the 
chord underlying many Korean filmmak- 
ers’ creativity. As they take up their film- 
making mission as both a commercial and 
a political responsibility, the quest for iden- 
tity and diversity has never ceased. 

One can find a spectrum of Korean cul- 
tures in the wide array of films. In Chi- 
hwaseon , the life and death of Seung-up 
Jang, a brilliant painter of the late Joseon 
era, is captured in a most authentic ori- 
ental aura of freedom and serenity, and 
age-old rituals are revived in full color and 
vitality. In Peppermint Candy , the abhor- 
rence of war and cruelty underlying the 
national spirit of post-war Korean citizens 
is best exemplified in a seemingly power- 
less hero. In Christmas in August , an oth- 
erwise cliched story of lovers separated by 
death are depicted in typical Korean-style 
charm and sweetness, making it a model 
for pure Asian-style love. In Taegukgi , the 
smoke of the Korean War permeates the 
life of ordinary citizens and is commorated 
with deep emotion. 

“The best thing with Korean film is that 
it never seeks to please a specific festival 
or jury or authority, it is open-minded, ab- 
sorptive, and respectful to the audience.” A 
Chinese critic noted in one of the numer- 
ous seminars on Korean film industry held 
in China. “One can easily make the excuse 
that Korean filmmakers are lucky, but if 
they dare not take bold initiatives and ex- 
periment, they will never succeed in being 
different.” 

The independent character of Korean 
films is best reflected in its short films. Ev- 
ery year in Busan, Jeonju, PiFan and Pu- 
chon, experimental and independent films 
compete in their diversity and boldness, 
signifying a broad future ahead of this 
booming career. From horror films to ani- 
mation, the theme and technique are vary- 
ing greatly. 

The Korean filmmakers have a vision, 
to become “one of the five strongest film- 
making nations of the world.” Many may 
scoff at such a bold goal, but, given their 
recent progress, the possibility of their suc- 
ceeding can certainly not be dismissed out 
of hand. 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 
2b 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 

2 ^ 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony ; food that lie on in its contrasts; chef's that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper Sc Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RJMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 65 91 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

±tk±Lh: 8 

yzIM — M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688—2988 

COME Sc BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,X i ndong'an Plaxa, Wangfuj ing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

42L ^3 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 
140 U 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

EG LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 10)688433 88-7 18/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 
%i|^:(010)68843388-718/620 C JaL U d 
Jib J‘I IlijCf J.; c I I I lx! i r fJhk v'ttsffr 1 UOlIiLL i 1 fJhlcvVi 1 L f 1 OO >|<: ) 
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By Sabu 



Three. ..Extremes 

Following the huge success 
of Project Three, Project 
Three. . . Extremes once again 

teams up creative talents from 
three Asian countries in Hong 
Kong’s Dumplings, Korea’s Cut 
and Japan’s Box. With an out- 
standing production team in- 
cluding Fruit Chan, Peter Chan, 
Christopher Doyle and Lillian 
Lee, Three... Extremes brings back 
the horror by a story of rejuve- 
nation. Cantonese and Mandarin 
with English and Chinese subti- 
tles. DVD 5 



The Stepford Wives 

An all-star cast remakes the 
1975 thriller, The Stepford Wives, 
starring Nicole Kidman and Mat- 
thew Broderick. The story in- 
volves a married couple moving 
from Manhattan to the suburb 
of Stepford, Connecticut where 
they find the wives are perfectly 
groomed, cheerful, and subservi- 
ent to their husbands, and some- 
thing strange is going on. English 
with Chinese, French and Span- 
ish subtitles. DVD 5 



Les Triplets De Belleville 

Revolving around the theme of 
non-stop change, Sylvain Chom- 
et’s ambitious animated feature 
tells the story of an adventurous 
rescue coup. Two nominations at 
the Oscars last year, this animat- 
ed film presents original surpris- 
es and brilliant creativity, which 
promises to keep you mesmer- 
ized from start to finish. French 
with English and Chinese subti- 
tles. DVD 5 
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Bernice Coppieters (Juliet)’ s movement always seems to 
extend well beyond her elegant body. Photo by Cui Jun 


By Jacqueline Yu 

T he story of Romeo and 
Juliet is such a classic, 
and Prokofiev’s score for 
the ballet so familiar, it is dif- 
ficult to imagine a production 
that would register as strik- 
ingly different. 

Les Ballets de Monte-Car- 
lo’s Romeo and Juliet at Tian- 
qiao Theater last weekend 
forced a reassessment of that 
idea. Dancers retold the story 
in a way that seemed both 
modern and traditional, and 
more subtle. And while the 
tragedy of the story was no less 
heart breaking, I also found 
myself fascinated in the way 
this production sheds a new 
light on Beijing’s ballet stage. 

In a literal sense, the new 
light was the pure white stage 
- no sign of the usual six- 
teenth-century Italian city 
sets. Two luminous white pan- 
els are moved for key scene 
changes, and a ramp at the 
back of the stage is raised to 
represent the balcony of Ju- 
liet’s bedroom. 

There are only two pieces of 
black - one is hung over one 
of the white panels during the 
Capulet’s ball, representing the 
family crest; the other is in 
the bedroom scene, as the bed 


Juliet and Romeo 
share, and an im- 
portant prop used 
later by Romeo. 

There is no 
poison, there are 
no swords. Both 
Lords Capulet and Montague 
are missing in the action of 
this version, and Romeo does 
not even take the time to kill 
Paris (finding Juliet not lov- 
ing him, Paris simply walks 
off the stage with dignity). 

Choreographer Jean-Chris- 
tophe Maillot meanwhile has 
enriched and made more 
youthful the roles of Lady 
Capulet, Juliet’s Nurse and 
Friar Laurence. 

Friar Laurence, who is usu- 
ally played by an old man 
with no dancing responsibili- 
ties, is in this production, like 
the Nurse, a beautiful (if cold- 
faced), tall young dancer. He 
is not just a storyteller, but 
an actual participant, while at 
the same time an angel who 
looks down from the heavens 
on this terrible story. 

Though the program shows 
Bernice Coppieters’ Juliet as 
the traditional long haired 
young Italian girl, last week- 
end in Beijing, we saw a rev- 
olutionary heroine. When the 


iedy 
of- 
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now short haired Juliet un- 
did her nightgown to show 
her Nurse her mature breast 
(with her back to the audi- 
ence), the Chinese audience 
seemed somewhat stunned. 
This Juliet is less a girl than 
a vibrant, strong and sexy 
woman, and while her boyish 
appearance made her look 
sometimes as if she might sud- 
denly jump on a bicycle and 
ride off with Romeo, choreog- 
rapher Jean-Christophe Mail- 
lot never let the contemporary 
idea go so far that it might 
threaten to overwhelm the 
classic’s original fire. 

Maillot’s romantic sensibil- 
ity shines in his pas de deux 
between the lovers. Coppiet- 
ers’ long limbs 
are used to her 
advantage - her 
movement al- 
ways seems to 
extend well be- 
yond her ele- 
gant body. Chris 
Roelandt plays 
a charming Ro- 
meo. Gradually 
swept up by de- 
sire, his all-too- 
brisk initiation 
into manhood is 
equally tender 
and heartbreak- 
ing to watch. 

The star- 
cross lovers 

break with tra- 
dition in the 
way they end 
their lives - the 
corner of the 
black bed serves 
as a knife for Ro- 
meo. Concealed 
in his costume is a long red 
silk ribbon, which is later used 
by Juliet to hang herself. At 
this point, one begins to won- 
der why all those earlier ver- 
sions wasted so much money 
on building elaborate sets of 
Italianate facades and garden 
landscapes. Coppieters dances 
the last scene bare-foot, lend- 
ing a modern-dance color to 
the traditional piece. 

It is impossible not to be 
dazzled by Jerome Kaplan’s 
costumes (wispy slip-dresses 
and strapless gowns, and the 
two feuding families distin- 
guished simply by the white 
or black they wear) and by 
Dominique Drillot’s lighting. 

In a cold, colorless setting, 
the dancers are forced to 
project their emotions to 
compensate for the lack of Re- 
naissance wrappings. 

This post-modern Romeo 
and Juliet most definitely 
would bear a second viewing, 
should it return to Beijing 
some time in the future. 


WORLDWIDE 

Sideways Brings Touch of 
Humanity to Hollywood 



Topher Grace, star of Sideways 


Memo to Hollywood: Not all 
popular movies need splashy 
special effects, car chases, 
bloody battles, space races or 
death lasers to succeed. 

In fact, none of these things 
happen in the widely praised, 
highly profitable human-scale 
films of Alexander Payne, the 
director of Election and About 
Schmidt who may be, as Peo- 
ple Magazine recently put it, 
“the single most talented di- 
rector of his generation.” 

The 43-year-old Payne’s lat- 
est film, Sideways, has opened 
so far in a just few major mar- 
kets but it is already on this 
year’s must-see Oscar watch 
list in Hollywood. His reputa- 
tion is built on films like Side- 
ways - an unassuming buddy 
picture centering on two men 
with decidedly different views 
on love, sex, romance and wine. 

(Reuters) 



Oscar Wilde 


vate hands,” was sold for a 
total of $1.5 million. (AP) 



Olga Samoschenko: Anna 
Karenina Returns 

It felt like one was watch- 
ing a modern recreation of a 
novel by Tolstoy at the show 
of Olga Samoschenko, a very 
talented designer from Byelo- 
russia who seems assured of a 
great future. 

On the Olga Samoschenko 
Spring 2005 collection for Rus- 
sian Fashion Week last Fri- 
day, where far too many 
Russian models flaunt their 
stuff foolishly on the catwalk; 
Samoschenko’s gals behaved 
like real ladies. Samoschenko 
showed beautiful gauze jack- 
ets and coats, cut snuggly to 
the body, trimmed with accor- 
dion pleat silk and finished 
with tiny pleats and puckers. 
She has a great sense of self- 
restraint. Where other local 
designers slam on heavy hand- 
ed embroidery, she used just 
the right amount of crystals, 
hand stitching and beading. 

(Fashion Wire Daily) 
ABC to Hold Wife Swap Year 
Round 



Wife Swap 


Trove of Oscar Wilde Material 
Auctioned 

A handwritten chapter of 
Oscar Wilde’s novel, The Pic- 
ture of Dorian Gray, written 
by the author at the behest of 
his publishers and including 
the scandalous visit of the ti- 
tle character to an opium den, 
has been sold in London for 
$132,000. 

The heavily revised text 
was one of several pieces of 
memorabilia auctioned Friday 
on behalf of a private buyer by 
Sotheby’s. A signed first edi- 
tion of The Picture of Dorian 
Gray fetched $770,000. The 
treasure trove of material, de- 
scribed by Sotheby’s as “the 
finest collection of Oscar Wil- 
de material remaining in pri- 


ABC has given the green 
light to a full season of its real- 
ity series Wife Swap, which has 
proved a solid performer in the 
competitive Wednesday 10 pm 
period against NBC’s Law and 
Order and CBS’ CSI: NY. 

Along with other broadcast 
networks, ABC also took a 
half-step toward picking up a 
clutch of fledgling freshman 
series by handing out a num- 
ber of additional script orders 
during the past week. But in 
general, the networks seem to 
be treading more cautiously 
this year than in the recent 
past when it comes to giving 
full-season pickups to new se- 
ries performing in the fair-to- 
middling range. 

(Reuters) 
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BeiJing Jia Yu Mua Decoration Co., Ltd 

%iS: (OIO) 8455 2536 <«?$«> 64678822-1806 
ft*: (010) 8455 2530 

Add:Room 1806,8F,Guangming Plaza, Liangmaqiao Road, 
Chaoyang, Beijing, China 

Tel: (010 ) 8455 2536 (san^a.) 64678822-1806 
FAX: (010) 8455 2530 





Efficient service team 


Tel: 


6207 0911 




Advanced equipment 

6207 0929 
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Making Money in the Middle 


Jobs 



By Xie Lixue 

S ports is one of the world’s big- 
gest industries, and one has to 
look no further than the ex- 
treme enthusiasm of Chinese fans 
about football, basketball and table 
tennis to see the potential of the do- 
mestic athletics market. With the 
2008 Beijing Olympics approaching, 
there may be no better time to get 
into this booming field. 

It has been a heady few months 
for domestic sports fans. Follow- 
ing China’s record gold haul at 
the Athens Olympics, many big 
events came to this country, ar- 
guably the most high profile of 
which were the China Open tennis 
tournament, two NBA preseason 
games and the first Formula 1 
race in Shanghai. 

And behind the scenes at all 
these events and others, making 
things happen, are a group of some- 
times unsung and often very rich 
commercial heroes — the promot- 
ers and agents. 

Who are promoters? 

The term “sports promoter” or 
“agent” may be new to many people 
in China, but the position is fa- 
miliar, mostly thanks to the inter- 
national repute of Don Kong, the 
world-famous American boxing pro- 
moter. Professional promoters like 
King and individual agents are 
middlemen, standing between inter- 
ests as representatives of athletes, 
events or sports organizations. 

The business of sports promo- 


tion and agency covers salary ne- 
gotiations, team or coach selection, 
scheduling and managing compe- 
titions, commercial activities and 
molding athletes’ images, Zhang 
Li, deputy director of the informa- 
tion department of China’s Gener- 
al Administration of Sport said at 
a seminar in September. 

“This industry has developed in 
China over the past decade. How- 
ever, because of management struc- 
tures, government restrictions and 
formerly low enthusiasm from so- 
ciety, it was hard for sports agents 
and promoters to develop their ca- 
reers,” Zhang added. 

As a result, fewer than 100 peo- 
ple in China have obtained profes- 
sional sports agent certifications 
issued by the sports administra- 
tion and the Administration of In- 
dustry and Commerce. 

Potential in China 

The global sports market in 
2003 was worth a whopping $400 
billion and is growing by 20 per- 
cent a year, according to a survey 
released by JP Morgan Research 
Center earlier this year. 

In China, the volume of sport-re- 
lated business is expected to reach 
60 billion yuan this year and the 
2008 Olympic Games are expected 
to generate 20 to 23 billion yuan in 
revenues for Beijing alone. 

Zhang said the country would 
need at least 7,000 qualified 
agents and promoters within the 
next decade. 


Wang Bo, an agent with Dong- 
fang Tiyu Jingji, a domestic football 
agency, said profit potential in the 
sector was huge. Most Chinese foot- 
ball players command transfer fees 
of as much as 10 million yuan, 10 to 
30 percent of which can be pocketed 
by an athlete’s agent. 

Qualifications and training 

“You have to know business 
management, sports, laws, and a 
foreign language, preferably Eng- 
lish,” Zhang Junhui, a promoter 
with the China Open Promotion 
Company, was quoted as saying 
by Beijing Youth Daily in October 
in describing qualifications for 
agents and promoters. 

“Honesty and commitment are 
also very, very important.” 

Yet many promoters and agents 
in China, including Wang Bo, do 
not have professional training or 
education. 

That has led to the rapid rise of 
sports promotion as a pre-profes- 
sional major in many sports-relat- 
ed schools. 

“Sports management is cur- 
rently our most popular depart- 
ment,” Li Hongjiang, a professor 
at the Capital Institute of Physi- 
cal Education told Beijing Today. 

The Sport Agent Certificate is 
the only related diploma recog- 
nized in China. Holders must go 
through annual checks of their 
qualifications to make sure they 
are up to snuff on the latest in 
the field. 


Corporate HR 


By Xie Lixue 

Imagination and creativity 
give rise to create original prod- 
ucts, and care and consideration 
are at the core of satisfactory 
service. For newly established 
NEC Telecom China, a branch 
company of technology giant 
NEC specially targeted at the 
telecommunications field, those 
four words embody corporate 
concepts for operations, man- 
agement and recruitment. 

On October 20, Cao Lai- 
jing, manager of the human 
resources department at NEC 
Telecom China, talked about 
the rapidly growing company 
with Beijing Today. 

BT: What changes have 
been made since Lu Lei, a 
former manager at Motoro- 
la China, became president 
of the company? 

Cao: Mr. Lu raised the sug- 
gestion that we organize the 
company with a parallel pat- 
tern suited to the IT market. 
We have also set becoming one 


imagination, Creativity and Care 

— Interview with Cao Laijing, HR manager of NEC Telecom China 



Photo by Xie Lixue 

of the most reputable enterpris- 
es in the industry and making 
our employees and customers 
happy and comfortable as our 
long-term goals. 

Inspired by our leaders, we 
recruited many talented profes- 
sionals to form an outstanding 
management team. We contin- 
uously study Western corpora- 
tions and strong methods at 
state or individual enterprises 


to create a new corporate style 
in our telecom company. 

BT: It’s easy to see how 
people in operations can 
apply imagination and cre- 
ativity to their work, but 
how can people in other 
posts also do so? 

Cao: We have a saying that 
there are no ordinary positions, 
but only ordinary people. Many 
candidates that hear they have 
been offered reception positions 
are disappointed or unhappy be- 
cause they think they deserve 
better positions, Actually, recep- 
tionists can have greater space 
for career and personal develop- 
ment than many others. 

Once we had a receptionist 
who was good at drawing. As 
a result, she put up a lot of 
fun pictures in smoking rooms, 
restrooms or meeting rooms 


instead of the typical boring 
reminders of corporate rules. 
She enjoyed her job and worked 
very hard. 

Though some people look at 
training or salaries as the most 
important factors for keeping 
talented employees, job enjoy- 
ment and satisfaction are the 
most crucial points. 

BT: What kinds of qual- 
ities are most suitable for 
prospective employees at 
your company? 

Cao: We look for dynamic pro- 
fessionals with global perspec- 
tives. Since there is often little 
difference between strong candi- 
dates’ knowledge and skills, we 
choose staff based on their emo- 
tional quotient, or EQ. 

When conducting inter- 
views, we try to emphasize 
personal stories over sweeping 


generalizations. Many people 
like to make big statements, at 
which point I ask them ques- 
tions to narrow the focus to the 
point where they show their 
personality. 

One candidate insisted he 
was good at communicating 
with people, but he just kept 
talking and did not give me a 
chance to get into the conversa- 
tion. So can you say he is a good 
communicator? Certainly not. 


A graduate of information 
management and systems from 
Huazhong S&T University in 
Wuhan, sophisticated in C/C++, 
VC6.0, VFP, Access, SQL Serv- 
er, ActiveX and software de- 
veloping, familiar with Flash, 
Photoshop, Excel, PP uses. Also 
familiar with medical English 
and Latin. 

Contact: 8272 8588, 13622751429 
Email: waairu@sohu.com 

Looking for two engineers in 
wastewater disposal and treat- 
ment. English and AUTOCAD 
are must. We’ll provide train- 
ing opportunities once recruit- 
ed, both at home and abroad. 

Add: Room 1903-1909, Cai- 
zhi International Tower, 18 
Zhongguancun East Rd., 
Haidian 100083 

Email: hr@ouyawater.com 

Website: www.ouyawater.com 

An experienced Singapor- 
ean woman, a piano teacher, 
looks to provide lessons at stu- 
dents’ homes. Holds a diploma 
in piano performance and a 
grade 8 in theory from the 
ABRSM as well as a bach- 
elor’s of architecture. Current- 
ly pursuing film composition 
from Trinity College. Hope to 
engage people of all ages in 
music-making. Please email 
joilesg@yahoo.com.sg or call: 
136-9127-8574. 

A private medical clinic in 
Dongcheng looking for a medi- 
cal clinic secretary. 

Requirements: fluent Eng- 
lish and Mandarin with superior 
phone skills. Medical knowledge 
and terminology desirable. One- 
year commitment required. 

Duties: Reception, phone, 
marketing/advertising, book- 
keeping, appointment sched- 
uling for doctors. 

Pay: 4,000 RMB/mo if able to 
perform all listed duties. 

Send resume to: 

confidantmedical@yahoo.com 

(You are welcome to send po- 
sitions offered and wanted info 
to: ayi@ynet.com. Beijing To- 
day does not take any respon- 
sibility for the accuracy and 
authenticity of the information 
published in this column.) 


A Beijing-based English newspaper is looking for report- 
ers, freelancers and editors. 

Chinese applicants should have university degrees in 
English or related majors and media experience. 

Foreigners from the UK and US with relevant media ex- 
perience preferred. 

Please send resumes and writing samples to: 
hr@ynet.com. 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 1391041 9797 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yord architecture whih European style 
*sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price : RMB3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/day 
3. telephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese- Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3. 5 joian/ squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


r WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 &xt.3005/3006 
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SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 


USD98+1 5%SC 
USD138+15%SC 
USD300+1 5%SC 

: 3DDS Internet Lines 
Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free u: 
Free income faxes 
Welcome amenities on arrival 


Business Floor Standard Room: 

Business Floor Suite: 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: 

Express check in &check out Free us 

One free buffet in Coffee Shop per day 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna 
Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 


NWD (HHtoibsiJs Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
( wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 




OTo South ofLanDao building, it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Hank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 ~ 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat ■ 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 
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BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
From $ 5 OO/month . 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
T V, IE)F) app lianc e s . 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple oF Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3 A, Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District,Beijing,China 
Transportation : convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way,and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services iReceptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning,Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: 100 %: Department 95 . 7 % 

Business Tax: 0 . 4 % 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning, Security (in- door and out-door) Vegetati on,Eleva- 
tor s , E levator s , M inor Rep airs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561 798 


Sunflower Tower 


Investors: phm PP Hol/mann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square metersCbased on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD2 8/m on th/sqm (gross including management) 
Communication: s upp iied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity] 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: lOKONE elevators HVAC System:Four- P i P e system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities,Retail s P ace 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 
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this news P a P er's P erennial legal adviser: Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 . foreign cases . maritime , finance . bond , important and difficult afffairs ; 

3 , debt, economy contract, foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 , notarizations ; 

5, holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6 , providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL:86- 10-835212 18 FAX:86- 1 0-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :j t@venus-law.com 
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Ask Ayi: 

Q: My son is 16 and in his 
second year of high school. 
He is a very talented violinst 
and interested in studying 
music in Austria. So, I want 
to know about Austrian 
policies towards Chinese stu- 
dents regarding music stud- 
ies, including the professional 
knowledge and skills required 
and standards of recruitment. 

— liulipingcn 

A: Austrian universities recom- 
mend every music student first 
finish their schooling in China and 
then pursue higher education at 
an Austrian music school. 

To gain admission to an Aus- 
trian music school, you have to 
pass tests of musical skills. For 
detailed information, check the 
homepages of different Austrian 
universities, such as the Univer- 
sity of Music and Performing Arts 
Vienna at www.mdw.ac.at, the 
University of Music and Dramat- 
ic Arts Graz at www.kug.ac.at, 
and University Mozarteum Salz- 
burg at www.moz.ac.at. 

The world famous Wiener Kon- 
servatorium has free tuition and 
may be a very good choice for 
your son. 

Q: I just graduated from a 
preparatory school this year. 
Although I majored in busi- 
ness English, I want to get a 
master’s degree in psycholo- 
gy in Australia. Is it possible? 

— baisarahi 

A: You cannot enroll directly in 
a master’s degree course in Aus- 
tralia because graduates of pre- 
paratory schools must first get a 
bachelor’s degree at an Austra- 
lian university before applying for 
graduate school. Undergraduate 
courses in Australia take three 
years, and you will need an IELTS 
score of at least six to get a visa. 

The University of Melbourne 
and the University of Sydney have 
strong psychology programs, but 
like many top Australian univer- 
sities, they have recently raised 
their tuition fees. 

Q: I am a middle school 
music teacher and intend to 
further my musical studies in 
Austria. Do they have teacher 
training colleges? — cyling 

A: There are eight state teacher 
training colleges in Austria - Vi- 
enna, Lower Austria, Upper Aus- 
tria, Salzburg, Tyrol, Vorarlberg, 
Styria and Carinthia - and six 
private teacher training colleges, 
five maintained by the dioceses of 
Graz, Innsbruck, Linz, St. Polten 
and Vienna and one by a founda- 
tion in Burgenland. 

These colleges offer six-semes- 
ter programs to qualify people to 
teach music at secondary schools. 
Besides theoretical education, a 
special emphasis is put on gaining 
practical experience in schools. 

(Edited by Zhang Nan) 


H olland has attracted 
students from many 
different countries 
eager to further their educa- 
tions, partly because it was 
the first non-English speak- 
ing nation to offer English- 
taught university courses. 
Today, most classes in the 
Netherlands are taught in 
English, whether for foreign 
or native students. 

“The Dutch government is 
working very hard to adopt a 
new set of policies and mea- 
sures to make it again more 
attractive for foreign students 
to go to the Netherlands for 
study purposes,” said Robert 
van Kan, managing director 
of the Netherlands Educa- 
tion Support Office Beijing 
(NESO Beijing), this Tues- 
day while participating in the 
Study Abroad Salon. 

Van Kan added that the 
Dutch government would es- 
tablish a major new scholar- 
ship program to help foreign 
students finance their stud- 
ies. “It is the aim of these new 
policies not only to give op- 
portunities to overseas stu- 
dents, but we would also like 
to make use of the knowledge 
and experience that foreign 
students bring with them to 
the Netherlands.” 

Basics of studying 
in Holland: 

Can you give us reasons 
why students should choose 
the Netherlands as their desti- 
nation for furthering their edu- 
cations? — JackieZhang 
In the Netherlands we 
have done research on why 
international students from 
all over the world choose to go 
to the Netherlands to study. 
The most important reasons 
are as follows: 

1. International environ- 
ment. At the universities 
and schools, we have many 
foreign students and teach- 
ers. The Netherlands is very 
close to many other coun- 
tries. Many students spend 
part of their study time in 
other European countries, 
for instance for internships. 
To study in the Netherlands 
not only gives you a Dutch, 
but also a very European, in- 
ternational perspective. 

2. English level. In our 
country, most of the educa- 
tion is taught in English, not 
only for foreign students but 
also for the Dutch students. 
In addition, 95 percent of 
the Dutch population speaks 
English, so both in your stud- 
ies and your social life, you 
will hardly encounter lan- 
guage problems. 

3. Quality. Dutch higher 
education is known for its 
very high quality. Almost of 
all our schools are public 
schools that are under strict 
quality supervision from the 
government. 

4. Expenses. The costs of 
studying in the Netherlands 
are very reasonable compared 
to many other countries, espe- 
cially English speaking coun- 
tries. For a bachelor’s program, 
expect to spend around 80,000 
renminbi per year, including 
tuition fees and living expens- 
es. For a master’s program, 
the expenses will be around 
120,000 to 150,000 renminbi 

5. Degrees. In the Nether- 
lands, we have an education 
system with bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees, just like in 
the UK, US and China. Dutch 
degrees are protected by law, 
recognized all over the world 
and highly valued by employ- 
ers everywhere. 

6. Teaching methods. Many 
Dutch schools use a very 
modern and effective teaching 
method, called problem-based 
learning. Students not only 
learn a lot of knowledge, but 
more importantly, they learn 
how to solve problems and to 
deal with real situations in life 
and the workplace. 

How many kinds of pro- 
grams are offered at Dutch uni- 
versities? — horse 

Dutch schools and uni- 
versities offer almost 1,500 
programs and courses in the 


English language. That is 
more than any other non- 
native English country in 
the world! 

Among those 1,500 pro- 
grams, you can choose from 
preparatory courses to mas- 
ter’s and PhD programs in 
every field of study, from eco- 
nomics and business to agri- 
culture and environment, law, 
science and technology, engi- 
neering, medical science and 
social sciences. 

What are the famous or 
strong academic majors in Dutch 
universities? — roumi 

Holland is of course 
especially renowned for its 
education in engineering, par- 
ticularly at the three famous 
universities of technology in 
Delft, Eindhoven and Twen- 
te. The Netherlands is also 
considered the international 
law capital of the world with 
the International Court of 
Justice and the International 
War Crimes Tribunal, so the 
law programs in the Nether- 
lands are of the highest in- 
ternational level. Holland is 
also known as a country 
of international traders, so 
all the latest knowledge on 
trade, management, econom- 
ics and finance is taught at 
our schools. 

Costs and living expenses: 

How much can students ex- 
pect to spend on tuition fees and 
living costs? — message 

Tuition fees vary from uni- 
versity to university and from 
program to program. 

Most bachelor’s programs 
cost anywhere from 2,000 to 
4,500 euro per year, which 
is 20,000 to 45,000 renmin- 
bi. Master’s programs are 
a bit more expensive, from 
4,500 euro (45,000 renmin- 
bi) to 10,000 euro (100,000 
renminbi). 

Living expenses for most 
Chinese students are 
around 50,000 renminbi per 
year, including accommoda- 
tion and food. 

Do Dutch universities ar- 
range home-stay for students? 
What are the costs like? 

— page 10 

Home-stay is not very typ- 
ical in the Netherlands. Once 
you have been admitted by a 
Dutch university, that univer- 
sity will arrange accommoda- 
tion for you in dormitories or 
student houses. So accommo- 
dation is always guaranteed. 

Many students prefer to 
look for a student room on 
the housing market after they 
have arrived. The university 
may help you with that or re- 
fer you to housing agencies for 
students. The school will also 
help you with other formali- 
ties, such as arranging medi- 
cal insurance, applying for a 


residence permit or opening 
a bank account. 

In Holland, students usu- 
ally have their own room and 
they share facilities such as 
kitchens and bathrooms. The 
costs vary from simple to lux- 
urious rooms and also from 
city to city. I think it is fair to 
calculate that you may spend 
200 euro per month on hous- 
ing. Dutch universities do not 
have campuses - university 
building are scattered around 
town and you will live among 
the Dutch people. 

Admission and language 
requirements: 

What are admission require- 
ments at Dutch universities? Do 
we have to take any language 
examinations? — weislee 

In general, to enroll for a 
bachelor’s program at a Dutch 
school, you must at least have 
finished senior high school in 
China. Because of the high 
level and quality of educa- 
tion in the Netherlands, some 
schools may require that you 
already have one year of col- 
lege education or you must 
follow a prep-course for a pe- 
riod of time to be admitted. 

For a master’s program, 
of course you must have fin- 
ished a bachelor’s program, in 
most cases in a relevant field 
of study. Several schools and 
universities also offer prep- 
courses to prepare you for 
successful admission to mas- 
ter’s programs. 

In all cases, you must be 
able to show that you have 
sufficient English language 
skills. The Dutch government 
requests that Chinese stu- 
dents do the IELTS test be- 
fore they can apply for a study 
visa. For bachelor’s programs, 
you are required to have an 
IELTS score of 6.0, while 
most master’s programs re- 
quire 6.5. 

Specific programs may 
have specific requirements. 
For instance, some courses 
may require a GMAT or GRE 
score. Some MBA programs 
require a number of years of 
relevant working experience. 
Many schools also hold ad- 
mission interviews in China. 
Chinese students in 
Holland: 

How many Chinese stu- 
dents are in the Netherlands 
now? What do you think of 
them? — tea tea 

Most of the students from 
China are very bright and 
clever, they are ambitious and 
work very hard. Of course ev- 
ery teacher would like to have 
these students. 

There are about 7,000 Chi- 
nese students in the Neth- 
erlands now. The majority is 
doing very well. Chinese stu- 
dents are often the best of 


their class. Many have al- 
ready graduated and they 
have continued their studies 
or started their careers. More 
and more are also coming 
back to China. 

We consider the Chinese 
students in the Netherlands 
as ambassadors for the Neth- 
erlands wherever they go af- 
ter their studies. 
Scholarships, part-time jobs 
and medical care: 

Do universities in Holland 
provide scholarships, especial- 
ly for international students? 
How can students apply for 
scholarships? — transport 
There are various types of 
scholarships available to Chi- 
nese students. 

The Delta Scholarship Pro- 
gram was designed especially 
for Chinese students. You can 
apply for a Delta scholarship 
once you have been accepted 
by a school in the Nether- 
lands. You must submit your 
application to the school di- 
rectly. The scholarship covers 
part of the expenses of your 
studies. Hundreds of students 
have received Delta scholar- 
ships in the last few years. 

Other scholarships pro- 
grams include the Nether- 
lands Fellowship Program 
(NFP) and the Huygens 
Scholarship Program. 

These are full-scholarship 
programs, aimed at graduate 
students. 

For more information, you 
can go to our website 
www.nesobeijing.com or to 
www.studyin.nl 

Can students get part-time 
jobs in Holland? — Red Stick 
Foreign students are al- 
lowed to work in the Neth- 
erlands during their studies. 
You can legally work for 10 
hours per week during study 
semesters and during hol- 
idays there are no limita- 
tions. It is fair to say that 
especially students who fol- 
low master’s programs may 
find it very difficult to com- 
bine their studies with a 
part-time job. 

Do universities in Holland 
provide medical care for inter- 
national students? — cookie 
The medical system in 
Holland is very developed. 
Everyone in the Nether- 
lands, including students 
from China, is required to 
have medical insurance. 
Once you have been admit- 
ted by a Dutch university 
and you have arrived in 
Holland, the university will 
help you to register with one 
of the insurance companies 
that provide student insur- 
ance. With this insurance, 
you are covered for virtually 
any medical treatment. 

(Edited by Zhang Nan) 


Tulips, 

windmills and 
clogs are the 
most famous 
symbols of the 
Netherlands, 
but the 
country’s 
quality 
education 
system is 
equally worthy 
of repute. 
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Professional media comnaii 


Our servce including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 

Mobile:1 30011 68744 

E-mail: newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

*a±jh: it* im£B=m&r 1 7 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
f&l£:68313388 57107-57109 88371521 ff K:68342761 
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PI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company I 

RE -MEDIA \ 

A well-known professioned company K 

We provide following services: g 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 

MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 
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we're looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel:! 391 1195219 
Hu si ness Service 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA- 
TION and so on. 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:01 0-66050344/6605039 1 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

Hotline: 010-66050775 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building, No.17 Xi Changan St. Beijing 


P 1 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING CO., LTD. 


PRE‘\EDIA 


dvertising agent service 
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usiness service 
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orporation identity 
design service 

-fc 4 k it 1ft # #. uu W 0 It i£i+ M # 
•Cl/Vliftif- 

• • popr^ 

• ¥«ss • • mm 


HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 


TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 
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Borscht, 12 yuan 

By Tom Spearman 

A superb alternative 
to the sometimes 
mediocre, often 
over-priced Western 
food around town are 
Beijing’s several 
Russian restaurants. A 
few are scattered near 
Ritan Park area, the 
town’s first is next door 
to the zoo, and just off 
Ghost Street is a strong 
relative newcomer. All 
offer Russian staples, 
from borscht soup and 
brown bread to dishes 
chock full of cream and 
potatoes. And plenty 
of real Russian vodka, 
of course. It may not 
be the favorite fare of 
cardiologists, but there 
is no denying the ability 
of a solid Russian meal 
to pleasurably fight off 
the winter chills. 


Number One Russian 

Is this the best Rus- 
sian restaurant in town? 
It’ll take some beating, 
that’s for sure. If you’re 
used to the variable fare 
available around Ritan 
park, the reliably delicious 
items on the menu at Trak- 
tirr will come as a pleasant sur- 
prise. The restaurant itself is 
obviously not too worried about 
its status, foregoing even the tra- 
ditional sign outside identifying 
itself. Indeed, it’s quite hard to 
find, tucked away on a small road 
running parallel to Dongzhime- 
nnei near the Russian embassy, 
yet it’s always packed and book- 
ing ahead is recommended. 

Inside it’s nice and cozy, with 
wood furniture all round. There’s 
something reassuring about the 
fact that a lot of Russians come 
here, as you’ll be able to tell from 
voices at the bar and the closely 
packed tables. 

The place to start is with the 
salads and a couple of bowls of 
the delicious brown bread. The 
beetroot and carrot salads are 
smooth, fresh and crunchy, pleas- 
ingly mixed with dollops of sour 
cream, but perhaps the best is the 
improbably titled “Man’s prank”, 
a kind of potato salad with pork 
and radish mixed in. The borscht 
is a good choice on cold winter eve- 
nings, particularly if washed down 


with the reasonably priced vodka 
(10 yuan for a generous measure 
of Stolichnaya). Lighter drinkers 
can down the superb, but slightly 
pricey, Baltika beer available in 
different alcohol levels (25 yuan 
per 500 ml can). 

For main courses, ask the staff 
what’s good on the night, because 
when the fish is good, it’s fantas- 
tic. There’s a ba- 
sic version of fried 
trout for 48 yuan, 
but it’s worth 
shelling out 62 
yuan for the de- 
luxe version un- 
der the “Dishes 
for Banquet” sec- 
tion of the menu. 

Here, a couple of 
items below the Traktirr’s ample 
roast suckling pig, 
you’ll see roast 
trout stuffed with mushrooms. It’s 
enough to feed two, but single din- 
ers will find it hard to stop from 
picking clean the deliciously ten- 
der fish covered with mushrooms, 
onions and cream. The more mod- 
est Russian-style skewered salm- 
on is also superb, perfectly cooked 
and presented with simple but 
good vegetables. 

The meat options are pre- 
dictably extensive, ranging from 
beefsteak to the inevitable Chick- 
en Kiev. The fried spring chicken 
is delicious, if a little insubstan- 


tial, and braised beef in a crock 
and braised lamb (actually in a 
crock, as opposed to the beef) 
are rich, filling and tasty, thanks 
to the presence of pastry and 
cream. Though surely heavy, 
main course portions are reason- 
able and not too intimidating. 
Still, you’re unlikely to have any 
room left for desert. 

One of the 
few disappoint- 
ing items is the 
bland Russian- 
style dumplings. 
But when every- 
thing else is so 
good, it seems 
churlish to com- 
plain. 

Traktirr may 
bar be some dis- 

tance from the 
traditional Rus- 
sian district of Beijing around 
Ritan Park, but it stands head 
and shoulders over the restau- 
rants you’ll find there. It feels like 
the real deal, and offers superbly 
cooked food available at prices far 
lower than those of similar dishes 
in more upmarket western restau- 
rants in Beijing. 

Where: la Xiyangguan 

Hutong, Beizhong Jie, Dongzhim- 
mennei Dajie, Dongcheng Open: 
11:30 am - 11 pm Average cost: 
50 yuan per person Tel: 6403 
4835 


Stuck in Time 

The deadweight, state-run 
effect is obvious at the Moscow 
Restaurant, but it’s worth a 
trip for several reasons, per- 
haps for sightseeing in particu- 
lar. The restaurant is part of an 
impressive complex of buildings 
built by the PRC’s Soviet breth- 
ren, but it all seems less for- 
bidding and somewhat quaint 
these days. The acres of marble 
and lush interior decorations 
still have a certain style. And 
fans of the film In the Heat 
of Sun will be eager to relive 
the famous scene where they’re 
all gathered in the restaurant, 
even though the Cultural Rev- 
olution era Mao mural is long 
gone. Here you’ll find all the 
Russian staples such as borscht 
and Chicken Kiev, but they’re 
all somewhat ordinary and the 
vegetable dishes are reminis- 
cent of English cooking from 
30 years ago: overcooked and 
tasteless. One upside is quality 
draft Tsingtao beer for 20 yuan 
per pint, enticement enough af- 
ter a day of trekking around 
the nearby zoo or beautiful Pur- 
ple Bamboo Park. 

Where: 135 Xizhimenwai 
Dajie, inside Beijing Exhibi- 
tion Center, Xi cheng Open: 11 
am - 2 pm, 5-9 pm Average 
cost: 60 yuan per person Tel: 
6835 4454 


Recipe: Potato Salad 

Ingredients 

1 1/2 cups soft cheese, 
crumbled 

10 potatoes, cleaned and 
boiled 

1/3 cup olive oil 

3 garlic cloves, crushed 

3/4 cup spring onions, finely 
chopped 

10 black olives, pitted 

4 tbs wine vinegar 

3 tbs dill, finely chopped 

salt and black pepper to 
taste 
Method 

Dice cooled potatoes into 
cubes, then toss with olive oil 
and garlic. Place in refrigerator 
to cool for 15 minutes. 

Add cheese and spring 
onions and drizzle with vinegar. 
Add dill, olives, as well as salt 
and pepper to taste, gently. Let 
rest in fridge for at least another 
hour to allow flavors to meld. 


Photos by Wang Yumeng 


By Gareth George 

“It’s alive!” screamed Al, our tightly wound 
photographer, on Halloween eve. An alabaster 
mask of fear with glasses, his outstretched arm 
aimed rigid as a withered branch at the scorpion 
just meters away (held in place by a thin stake 
driven through its tail). 

They say terror is purely subjective. One 
man’s fear is another man’s fantasy. And with 
this in mind, along with a ghoulish helping of 
masochism, we four wide-eyed, backpack-toting 
laowai found ourselves in Wangfujing preparing 
to consume what some call “food”... and others 
call “shriek kebabs”. 

First we sat down to discuss the kind of ter- 
rifying foods sure to strike fear into the heart and 
sicken us to our weedy stomachs. We rejected 
chicken’s feet as too commonplace to be scary. 
Black tree fungus was considered too rubbery to 
be from hell. Even the tastebud-numbing filth at 
Chinese Burger’s Home fell by the wayside, de- 
spite “its innocuous looks disguising true evil, like 
when you see a serial killer in real life.” 

It had to be something “with its skeleton on 
the outside.” Preferably “the sort of thing you 
wouldn’t even want to touch.” Proceed directly 
below, dear readers, to discover what made up 
our Halloween Feast of the Dead... 


Seahorse: 

Amount consumed : 

1/2 of 1 Taster’s 
comments: “Bony.” 

“Tastes salty. Maybe 
fishy, but I could be 
imagining it.” “Taste 
won’t go away. 

Disgusting.” Movie 
equivalent: Creature 
from the Black La- 
goon Food or fiend? 

Fiend. 

Grubs: Amount 
consumed: 1 of 4 

Taster’s comments: “Squishy. Salty.” “Proper min- 
ging.” “Soft. And horrible.” Movie equivalent: Star- 
ship Troopers Food or fiend? Fiend. 

Scorpion: Amount consumed: 2 of 4 Tast- 
er’s comments: “Crunchy and salty.” “Chewy on 
the inside. Strange gooey insides are off-putting.” 
“Dry.” Movie equivalent: Alien. Food or fiend? 
Food “if one has to be.” 

Silk worms: Amount consumed : 4 of 4 (3 
1/2 by a passing beggar) Taster’s comments: 
“Doughy.” “Sponge-like.” “Smells of poo. Gets in 
your beard.” Movie equivalent: The Blob. Food or 
fiend? Fiend. 






Blimey! 


Photo by Alastair Hill 
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ersonal Classifieds 


Accommodation 

A new and very nice apart- 
ment near Dongzhimen, close to 
Russian embassy, is ready for 
lease. 8,000 yuan per month. 
153 square meters, 3 bedrooms, 
1 living room, kitchen, etc. The 
apartment can be used for fam- 
ily living or business office. Con- 
tact: 13366082266, 13521038347 
(English) 

Sales and Wanted 

One set almost new lady’s 
Cougar golf clubs complete with 
golf bag (only 7 iron has been 
used) - $350; One set men’s Cou- 
gar golf clubs complete with golf 
bag - $350. Discount for pur- 
chase of both. Contact Wong at 
13801312043 

Language Exchange 

A Chinese major who has 
learned English for two years 
now wants to find a language 
partner. I can be a good tour guide 
and show you around Beijing. 
Email: cicyl568@yahoo.com.cn 

A girl, graduated from Uni- 
versity of International Business 
and Economics one year ago, is 
now looking for an English na- 
tive speaker as a language part- 
ner. Email: bbnning@126.com 

Professional Help 

Carol, a college graduate, kind 
hearted and smart girl, well 
speaking English, would like to 
find a full time or part time job 
on weekdays or weekends teach- 
ing foreign children Chinese or 
taking care of foreign children. 
Email: lunasea8262@sina.com, 

13811719799 

Disclaimer: Beijing Today does not 
take responsibility for verifying the 
authenticity of the personal classi- 
fieds and thus Beijing Today does 
not guarantee the accuracy, integri- 
ty or quality of the content. All con- 
tent is the sole responsibility of the 
advertiser. 



Closing Ceremony of Seventh 
Beijing International Music 
Festival 

The Seventh Beijing Interna- 
tional Music Festival comes to 
a grand ending with a last con- 
cert in which famed conductor 
Chares Dutoit will lead the UBS 
Verbier Festival Orchestra. The 
UBS Verbier Festival Orchestra 
is made up of over 100 mu- 
sicians from 35 countries. Solo 
violinist Maxim Vengerov has 
played since he was five years 
old and won the Junior Wien- 
iawski Competition in Poland at 
age 11. 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 Dong- 
zhimenwai Dajie, Dongcheng 
When: Tonight, 7 :30 pm Admis- 
sion: 50-1,000 yuan Tel: 6550 
1188 ext. 5126 

Moon Reflected in Two Springs 
- Song Fei and Students 

Famed erhu 
f player Song 

Fei has played 
the in- 

strument 
since age six 
and learned 
from her fa- 
ther, Song 
Guangsheng, a 
composer and 
professor at 
the Tianjin 
Conservatory 
of Music. Song 
has been performing since 1976, 
has travelled to many countries 
and regions, including Sweden, 
France, Japan and Hong Kong, 
and won many awards. 

Where: Forbidden City Mu- 
sic Hall, inside Zhongshan Park 
When: Saturday, noon Admis- 
sion: 10-60 yuan Tel: 6593 0299 



Crimson Rivers 2: 
Angels of the Apocalypse 


> i 


Commissioner 
Neimans’ day is 
going from bad to 
worse. The body he 
found in a monastery 
seems to point to a 

/ ritualistic sacrifice and a 
portent of something 
strange coming. At the same 
time, young police captain Reda 
finds a man in agony who’s 
an exact DNA match for Christ. 
Reda quickly finds out his case is 
directly linked to Neimans’. But is 


lovies 


Herod’s Law 

Directed by Luis Estrada Ro- 
driguez, starring Delia Casanova, 
Juan Carlos Colombo and Alex 
Cox. After a corrupt mayor is killed 
by peasants, poor janitor Juan Var- 
gas is appointed the new mayor of 
a desert town in central Mexico. Al- 
though he tries to bring the motto 
of the ruling party to town - moder- 
nity, peace and progress - he real- 
izes soon that there’s nothing to do 
against corruption... 

Where: Mexican Embassy, 5 
Sanlitun Dongjie, Sanlitun When: 
November 10, 7:30 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 6532 2244 
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Explosive City (Di Liu Ji) 

Directed by Sam Leong, starring 
Simon Yan, Alex Fong, Hisako Shira- 
ta and Sonny Chiba. Two cops pursue 
a young Japanese woman, trained 
since childhood to be a professional 
killer, who has assassinated a Hong 
Kong official... 

Where: UME International Cin- 
eplex, (Huaxing Guoji Yingcheng), 
44 Shuangyushu Kexueyuan, Haidian 
When: Now playing Tel: 6261 2851 


the apocalypse 
really starting, as 
all signs seem to 
indicate? Directed by 
Oliver Dahan, starring 
Jean Reno, Beno 
Magimel, Camille Natta, 

Johnny Hallyday, Gabrielle 
Lazure and Christopher Lee. 

Where: UME International 
Cineplex, (Huaxing Guoji 
Yingcheng), 44 Shuangyushu 
Kexueyuan, Haidian When: Opens 
tonight Tel: 6261 2851 
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The Hundred Steps 

Directed by Marco Tullio Giordana, 
starring Luigi Lo Cascio, Paolo Brigug- 
lia and Luigi Maria Burruano. The 
movie is the story of Peppino Impasta- 
to, a young left-wing activist that in 
the late 1970s repeatedly denounced 
the Mafia using a small local radio 
station, with the arm of irony. In 1978, 
Peppino was killed in an explosion. 
The police archived the case as an 
accident or suicide, but his friends 
never accepted the explanation... 

Where: Italian Embassy, 2 

Dong’erjie, Sanlitun When: Novem- 
ber 11, 7 pm Admission: free Tel: 
6532 2187 




Kingdom of the Wind 

A Chinese musical with legend- 
ary, yet still contemporary themes, 
performed by young, promising 
actors at the China National Dra- 
ma Theatre. 

Where: Bei Theatre, Beibing- 
masi Hutong, Jiaodaokou Dajie 
When: Tonight, 7:15 pm Admis- 
sion: 40-280 yuan Tel: 6406 0175 



Peking Opera 

In a move to encourage a 
greater understanding and ap- 
preciation of Peking Opera by 
college students, postgraduates 
of the Academy of Chinese Tradi- 
tional Operas will stage the Pe- 
king Opera The Women Generals 
of the Yang Family. 

Where: Peking University 

Concert Hall, Peking University, 
Haidian When: Saturday, 7 pm 
Admission: 10-60 yuan Tel: 
6275 9637 






Cup of China Figure Skating 

Beijing is the fourth stop in this 
season’s figure skating Grand Prix, 
drawing 46 skaters, all ranked 
within the top 30 in the world, 
from 17 countries and regions. 

Where: Capital Gymnasium, 
5 Baishiqiao, Xizhimenwai, 
Haidian When: November 11, 
4:30 pm Admission: 20-80 yuan 
Tel: 6833 5552 ext. 8235 



Song of Living - Solo Exhibition 
of Oil Paintings by Zhou Bichu 

Painter Zhou Bichu was one of 
China’s most famous artists of the 
early 20th century. He traveled to 
France in the 1920s to study paint- 
ing, and his art shows clear influ- 
ence of Impressionism. But he also 
loved Chinese artistic traditions, 
and his work has a mixed Chinese 
and Western feeling. 

Where: Soka Art Center, B-101, 
Tianhai Business Plaza, 
Dongcheng When: till November 
18, 10 am - 5 pm (closed Mondays) 
Admission: free Tel: 8401 2377 
Young Girl’s World 

An exhibition of oil paint- 
ings by nine-year-old Yang Ch- 
uanbaixue, a gifted young artist 
who first picked up a paintbrush 
at the age of one and started 
winning prizes the next year. 
Her oil paintings are character- 
ized by a fluid style and wide 
use of strong colors. 

Where: Qin Gallery, 1-1 E, 
Huaweili, Enjoy Paradise 
Chaoyang When: November 

8-14, 9:30 am - 5 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 8779 0461 
Made by Nature 

In photographic studies span- 
ning the past ten years, Robert F. 
Hammerstiel has undertaken to 
get to the bottom of everyday cul- 
ture in the West. In this exhibition, 
he presents a selection of common- 
place manufactured items - little 
plastic trinkets, all made in Chi- 
na and available cheap through- 
out the Western world. 

Where: L.A Gallery, Laodong 
Renmin Wenhuagong When: till 
November 12, 10 am - 5 pm 
(closed Monday) Admission: free 
Tel: 6526 5045 


SALO'ME 


Spanish Dance Salome 

Carlos Saura, one of Spain’s 
top choreographers, directs this 
musical treatment of the Biblical 
legend of Salome, who asked for 
the head of John the Baptist in 
return for a dance... 

Where: Poly Theatre, 14 

Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Dongcheng 
When: November 11 and 12, 7:30 
pm Admission: 200 -1,600 yuan 
Tel: 6550 1188 ext. 5126 


Service 


Italian Cuisine Week 

Indulge in a weeks -worth of 
exquisite Italian fare cooked by 
two master chefs from Italy. On 
show will be fresh native season- 
al fruits and vegetables, herbs 
and Mediterranean seafood. 

Where: Shangri-La Hotel 

Beijing, 29 Zizhuyuan Lu, Haidian 
When: Today till November 11, 6 
am - midnight Tel: 6841 2211 ext. 
2715 


TV and Ratio Hhhhhts 

HBO 


5 Friday 


Jaws 2 

11:35 pm 

6 Saturday 


A Man Apart 

9 pm 

7 Sunday 


The Sweetest Thing 

10:55 pm 

8 Monday 


Mars Attaks! 

9 pm 

9 Tuesday 


Casino 

11:25 pm 

10 Wednesday 


IQ' 

9 pm 

11 Thursday 


Sin 

10:45 pm 

CCTV-9 


Monday -Friday 


Around China 

6:30 am 

Culture Express 

8:30 am 

Nature and Science/ 


Chinese Civilization 

11:30 am 

Culture Express 

2:30 pm 

Nature and Science/ 


Chinese Civilization 

5:30 pm 

Dialogue 

7:30 pm 

News Updates/ 


Asia Today 

8 pm 

Sports Scene 

11:15 pm 

Saturday 


Travelogue 

9:30 am 

Center Stage 

11:30 am 

Sunday 


Sports Weekend 

10 am 

Documentary 

10:30 am 

This Week 

12:30 am 

China Radio International 91.5 FM 

Monday -Friday 


Easy FM Afternoon 

2-7 pm 

Fun in Beijing 

5-5:30 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 

Saturday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Euro Hit 40 

12:05-1 pm 

Musique Sans Frontiers 

6:05-8 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 

Sunday 


Music Memories 

8:05-11 am 

Jazz Beat 

6:05-8 pm 

JoyFM 

9:05-11 pm 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print 
employment, language- 
exchange and accommodation 
info for individuals. Feel free 
to e-mail us at bjtodayinfo @ 
ynet.com or call 6590 2518 

By Zhang Jianzhong 
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Shapotou Scenic Zone 


By Peng Juan 

A sparsely-populated, 
ancient land 
covering 66,400 
square kilometers, 
Ningxia is a 

miniature of the beautiful and 
diverse landscapes and 
cultures of western China, 
from the boundless golden 
deserts to the lush primitive 
forests of the Helan Mountains 
and from mysterious ancient 
ruins to rustic Hui customs. 

In the vast desert is a jade- 
green lake, where thick reedy 
marshes sway in the breeze, fish 
swim in the water and great 
flocks of birds fly freely in the 
high sky 

Since the 1980s, some 60 
movies have been shot here, 
including The Herdsman 
(Mumaren), Red Sorghum 
(Honggaoliang), Ballad of the 
Huanghe River (Huanghe 
Juelian), and The Story of the 
Pilgrimage to the West (Dahua 
Xiyou), which have won a raft 
of prizes at both domestic and 
international film festivals. 

Film City 

The evening of September 
19 saw Yinchuan, capital of 
northwest China’s Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region, subject to 
some unaccustomed attention 
when fashionably dressed stars 
and filmmakers from the 
mainland, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan gathered for two of 
China’s most prestigious film 
awards - the Golden Rooster 
and the Hundred Flowers. 

Xibu Yingshicheng (Western 
Film and Television City), the 
only film set in China with 
its own original ancient fort, 
is situated in the desert 30 
kilometers west of Yinchuan. 

Zhenbei Fort was a frontier 
fortress during the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644) and has 
served as a film set since 
the 1920s. In 1992, Zhang 
Xianliang, the author of Half of 
Man is Woman and Grass Soup , 
established Xibu Yingshicheng, 
giving a new lease of life to the 
ancient fort, which had already 
served as the location for such 
internationally acclaimed films 
as Zhang Yimou’s Red Sorghum 
in 1980. 

Most travelers, however, will 
be more impressed by the 
beauty of some of the more off 
the beaten track sights and save 
their film for shots of camels 
striding over sand dunes, hiking 
through mountainous areas, 
camping in the deep woods 
and rafting the turbulent Yellow 
River. 

Western Xia Tombs 

The Western Xia Tombs lie 
in the desert grassland at 
the eastern foot of the Helan 
Mountains, 35 kilometers west 
of Yinchuan. Over an area of 
50 square kilometers, there are 
nine tombs of kings, as well 
as over 140 companion tombs 
of imperial family members and 
officials, making it among the 
largest and most intact imperial 
burial sites in China. 

The Western Xia kingdom 
(1038-1227) disappeared 
mysteriously in the 11th 
century, leaving behind little 
else but the tombs. 

The main tombs are as 
large and spacious as the Ming 


abrupt stop here where it meets 
the Yellow River. Constrained 
by the river, which makes a 
sudden turn here, the desert 
is pressed into a sand dune 
some 200 meters high and 2,000 
meters wide, with a gradient of 
60 degrees. The restless Yellow 
River flowing by the base of 
the sand dune makes a rare, 
unforgettable sight. 

Liupan Mountains 

The Liupan Mountains tower 
over southern Guyuan County, 
where Ningxia meets Gansu 
and Shaanxi provinces. 

The mountain range extends 
over 200 kilometers and rises 
to about 3,000 meters. An 
important watershed in 
northern China, the mountains 
are the source of the Jing, 
Qingshui and Hulu rivers. 

This area is a green island 
on the loess plateau, with 
lush vegetation and beautiful 
scenery. The alpine forest covers 
some 26,000 hectares. Known as 
a vast botanical and zoological 
gene bank, the mountains boast 
788 species of alpine plants, 
of which 155 species have 
a high economic value, and 
206 species of wild animals, 
including 158 bird species, 39 
mammal species, 5 amphibian 
species, and 4 reptile species. 

The east section of the 
ancient Silk Road passes 
through this area. Genghis 
Khan stationed his troops here 
when attacking the Western Xia 
Kingdom and later died here. In 
1935 when the Red Army passed 
through during the Long March, 
Chairman Mao Zedong wrote a 
poem titled Liupan Mountains. 
Today, a pavilion stands here to 
commemorate the Long March. 

This area is densely 
inhabited by the Hui minority 
group and scattered with many 
mosques and buildings 
featuring Islamic style 
architecture. 

In most of the above 
mentioned places, yurts, camels, 
boats and motorboats are 
usually available for hire. 
Getting there: 

Yinchuan: Return airfare 
from Beijing to Yinchuan is 
1,100-2,200 yuan. The train 
takes 20 hours, a hard sleeper 
ticket costs 165 yuan. Nearby 
sites include Zhenbei Fort, the 
Western Xia Mausoleum, Helan 
Shan and Sand Lake. 

Zhongwei County: Located 
in southwestern Ningxia, close 
to the Tengger Desert. 
Transportation is convenient, 
with the Baotou-Lanzhou and 
Baoji-Zhongwei railways and 
National Highway 109 running 
through. The Baotou-Lanzhou 
Railway runs right through 
Shapotou Scenic Spot. 

Qingtongxia: Qingtongxia 
has convenient transportation, 
with the Baotou-Lanzhou 
railway and National Highway 
109 passing through. Take train 
or bus Qingtongxia from 
Yinchuan, and then a taxi, 
motor-rickshaw or bus to the 
108 pagodas. 

Guyuan County: Guyuan is 
a major traffic hub in Ningxia, 
on the Pingliang-Yinchuan, 
Xi’an-Lanzhou and Lanzhou- 
Yinchuan highways and the 
Baoji-Zhongwei railway. The 
Liupan Mountains are nearby. 


Western Film and Television City 

Tombs in Beijing, however in 
contrast to the wood and stone 
Ming structures, the Western 
Xia tombs are made of earth 
and brick. Each one is an 
independent architectural 
complex more than 100,000 
square meters in area, with 
four corner towers, watchtowers, 
pavilions housing stone tablets, 
a sacrificial hall and a coffin 
platform, although most of these 
buildings are today virtually 
unrecognizable. 

Invading Mongolian cavalry 
in 1227 left most of the tombs in 
ruins. Today, the most striking 
remaining structures are the 
conical “oriental pyramids,” 
mysterious evidence of a long- 
gone civilization. 

Helan Shan 

The Helan Mountains (Helan 
Shan) separate the Yinchuan 
Plain and the Alxa Plateau. 

It is said the mountain range 
was once entirely covered with 
lush forest. Famed for its beauty 
and remoteness, Helan Shan 
has long been a symbol of 
the northern frontiers, and is 
another popular location for film 
makers. 

The most ideal “studio” is 
the Suyukou Pass State Forest 
Park 40 kilometers northwest of 
Yinchuan. Wave upon wave of 
trees stretch as far as the eye can 
see, verdant and luxuriant all 
year round. In spring, fragrant 
lilacs and wild flowers attract 
hordes of butterflies. In summer, 
the snow-capped mountaintops 
stand in stark contrast to the 
blue sky and green hills. In 
autumn and winter, water 
subsides and stones emerge. 
Grotesque natural stone 
sculptures, rich scenery of 
valleys and gorges, running red 
deer and bounding blue sheep 
create an exquisite scene for 
photographers. 

The carvings on the cliffs, 
bold and vivid, are hailed as 
an ancient wonder. Created by 
the northern nomads more than 
5,000 years ago, they run the 


While the gorge is not a 
spectacular sight in itself, on the 
mountain slope of the western 
bank stand the 108 pagodas, 
originally built during the Yuan 
Dynasty (1271-1368). The 108 
pagodas are one of the locations 
used in the martial arts film 
Shaolin Temple (Shaolinsi). 

Arranged in twelve rows in 
the shape of a large equilateral 
triangle - tapering from one to 
nineteen, the pagoda complex is 
a Buddhist monument with 
a sense of enduring mystery. 

The white brick Lamaist 
pagodas feature an octagonal 
pedestal representing the holy 
Mt. Sumeru, supporting the 
inverted-bowl-style main body. 
The pagoda at the tip of the 
triangle on top of the slope is the 
largest. 

The layout, style and 
quantity of the pagodas are 
quite unique, and are the source 
of many stories. According to 
Buddhist belief, there are 108 
kinds of troubles and miseries 
in the life of human beings. To 
gain relief from these numerous 
troubles, a devout Buddhist 
should wear a rosary with 108 
beads and says prayers 108 
times in acknowledgement of 
man’s sins. 

The 108 pagodas themselves 
constitute a rosary, and it is 
said that by counting all the 
pagodas in one breath, one could 
be completely relieved from all 
kinds of troubles. 

Near the 108 Pagodas is 
Bird Island, home to hundreds 
of species including white and 
black cranes, swans, gray storks 
and wild ducks, as well as the 
precious black swan. In spring, 
large flocks of migratory birds 
fly here to breed. 

Shapotou Scenic Zone 

The Shapotou Scenic Zone 
lies 20 kilometers from 
Zhongwei County in 
southwestern Ningxia and on 
the southern rim of the Tenger 
Desert. 

The desert comes to an 


The 108 pagodas at Qingtongxia 


Western Xia tombs 

gamut from portraits, totems 
and astronomy signs to scenes of 
hunting, tending sheep, war and 
dance. 

Sand Lake 

The Sand Lake area is a 
popular holiday spot 56 
kilometers northwest of 
Yinchuan. The 895-hectare lake 
is surrounded by 1,800 hectares 
of marshes and 2,000 hectares 
of desert and semi-drifting sand 
dunes, set off by the lofty Helan 
Shan in the distance. 

The desert and brocade-like 
lake create a picturesque 
contrast; blue ripples on the 
surface of the lake set off by 
golden waves of desert dunes. 


Photos by Imaginechina 

The lake is a haven for 
birds and rich in marine life. 

In early summer, newly growing 
reeds form a bamboo-like screen 
around the lake shore, swaying 
gently and gracefully in the 
wind. The lake is home to 1 
million birds of 198 species, 
including white cranes, gray 
storks and swans. In spring, 
large flocks of migratory birds 
come to breed in the reed 
marshes. In summer and 
autumn, birds fill the sky, 
creating a cacophony of song. 
Qingtongxia Pagodas 

Qingtong Gorge is located 
about 60 kilometers south of 
Yinchuan on the Yellow River. 







